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2010 Healthy Church Finance/Administrative Events

Who Should Attend?
· If you are serving your local church as a treasurer, trustee, stewardship coordinator, finance team member, statistician, member of Pastor/Staff Parish, or ANY leadership role, YOU should attend. 
Courses will include: 
· TREASURERS - Learn about: the new WPAUMC Finance and Administration website, Mission Share interpretation; the updated Treasurer's Manual; and more. Leader: Pat Morris -Conference Treasurer
· TRUSTEES - Find out about: church safety issues through a Church Mutual audit, the new parsonage policies, issues on inspection, the trustee guide, and accessibility. Leaders: Bill Jacka of WPAUMC Facilities, Church Mutual staff
· STEWARDSHIP -  a comprehensive look at what encourages and discourages giving with practical suggestions to improve giving. Leaders: Staff/board members, United Methodist Foundation of Western PA
· CREDIT SCORE - Know your credit score, its affect on your financial well being, and how to manage it. Leader: Patti Columbe, CEO, Keystone United Methodist Federal Credit Union
· STATISTICAL REPORTS - Help is available on your church reports. Leaders: Jan Owen, Washington District Administrative Assistant
· PENSIONS - Learn about changes in health care, upcoming health care legislation, and more. Leaders: members, Conference Board of Pensions
· RESOURCES - Emma Smith will also have resources for review from the Conference Media Resource Center.
ALL CHURCH MEMBERS ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND ANY SESSION.
Attend any of the ten listed events, regardless of your district affiliation
· March 9 - Washington District 

· March 11 - Connellsville District 

· March 17 - Franklin District 

· March 25 - Greensburg District 

· April 6 - Erie-Meadville District 

· April 9 - Johnstown District 

· **April 10 - Indiana District  (9 am start) 
· **April 10 - Kane District (1:30 pm start) 
· April 20 - Pittsburgh District 

· April 21 - Butler District 


TENTATIVE SCHEDULE FOR EACH EVENT:
6:15 PM - Registration - Discover Why People Give Treasurer's Manual

6:30 PM - Opening Worship and a word from District Superintendent

7:00 PM - Breakout Classes:
                  Treasurers
                  Trustees
                  Stewardship
                  Credit Score
                  Statistical Reporting
                  Pensions








Message from our Superintendent








   “Well, do you think it’s going to snow?” “How much snow did you get last night?” “Can you ever remember so much snow in two months before?”.  It seems that every conversation begins with the topic of the weather and snow in particular! As we enter the month of March, local news stations are reporting that we have experienced the third largest cumulative snowfall in recorded history.  The snowstorms which created this “record snowfall” have caused cancellations and delays of every type of activities- from sports to schools to churches. While “the weather” has always been a source of conversation, I can never remember a time when it has also been the center of our lives- with all of our activities planned, or cancelled, based on the possibility of the next snowfall! 


When something becomes so powerful , that we lose sight of more important things, it’s time to step back and take stock of what is really important. Maybe it’s a blessing that  Lent has come “on the heels” of winter snowstorms. Lent is a season of reflection and repentance and, at the very least, we need to reflect upon what is truly important in our lives and relationships. It is too easy to become self-absorbed. 


Jesus experiences a group of Judeans, in this passage from Luke, who were self-absorbed. They have what I call the “Little Jack Horner complex”. Remember the nursery rhyme?- “he stuck in his thumb, pulled out a plum, and said- ‘oh, what a good boy am I”. These ‘religious’ Judeans report an incident where several Galilean worshippers were massacred by Pilate. Their inference is not only that the Galileans must have been sinful, but that they (these reporting Judeans) must therefore be less sinful.  Jesus takes this opportunity to expand their remarks into a lesson on repentance. First, He adds an incident where a Tower of Siloam falls, killing persons who may or may not have been religious and questions the Judean ‘reporters’ as to whether these persons, or the Galileans, were any more sinful than anyone else in Jerusalem. Secondly, He answers His own question by saying, ‘no they were not’, but what is important is that they need to stop pointing fingers and make the necessary changes in their own lives- without delay.


Jesus’ Parable of the fig tree, cautions the Judean listeners, and us, that it is only the grace of the fig orchard owner that has spared the tree- for a time! The central message of the parable is that the time for change is now.  If there is one important lesson  learned from these winter snowstorms, it’s that I cannot let snowstorms, or anything else, shift my focus from what is critical. Oh, there may be more snowstorms, which will cancel, or delay, more activities, but Lent (and this passage from Luke) calls for me to make the necessary changes in my life and become more ‘fruitful’ in God’s Kingdom.
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Special points of interest:


Easter Sunrise Service


Uniontown Sub-District Spring UMW meeting


Connellsville District Retired Pastors and Spouses Luncheon
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District Family Anniversaries
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Charles & Sharon Prevot	15


David & Audrey Bell		22


Tim & Nancy Hoover		28


Terry & Judy Trudgen	29


 





MARCH
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Frank & Becky Sherman 	16
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District Family Birthdays





Upcoming Events





Conference





March 2 – 4		Cabinet Meeting – Conference Center, Cranberry Twp.


March 5		Confirmation Class Days – Conference Center 9:30 – 12:30 pm


			Confirmation Class Days – Conference Center 1:30 – 4:30 pm


March 11		Healthy Church Event – 6:15 pm - Calvary UMC, Uniontown


March 19		Confirmation Class Days – Conference Center 9:30 – 12:30 pm


			Confirmation Class Days – Conference Center 1:30 – 4:30 pm


March 23 – 25		Cabinet Meeting – Conference Center, Cranberry Twp.





April 6 – 8		Cabinet Meeting – Conference Center, Cranberry Twp.


April 27 – 29		Cabinet Meeting – Conference Center, Cranberry Twp.


April 25		World Malaria Day


April 30 		Confirmation Class Days – Conference Center 9:30 – 12:30 pm


			Confirmation Class Days – Conference Center 1:30 – 4:30 pm








District





March 6		PPSRC Living and Working Conditions Training


				Perryopolis UMC – 10:00 am


				Somerset Calvary UMC – 2:00 pm


March 7		Lay Ministry School – Uniontown Asbury – 2:00 – 5:00 pm


March 11		Healthy Church Event – Uniontown Calvary - 6:15 pm


March 14		Lay Ministry School – Uniontown Asbury – 2:00 – 5:00 pm


March 15		District Trustees Meeting – Parsonage – 7:00 pm


March 21		Lay Ministry School – Uniontown Asbury – 2:00 – 5:00 pm


March 28		Palm Sunday





April 4			Easter, Sunrise Service  – Jumonville – 7:00 am


April 13		District Retirees Luncheon – District Parsonage – 12:00 pm


			Transition Seminar – Somerset First


April 14		Mission Festival Team Meeting – Paradise – 10:00 am


April 22		District Mission Action Team Meeting – District Office – 7:00 pm


April 25		District Conference – Somerset, Grace – 2:00 pm
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BIBLE – Basic Instructions Before Leaving Earth





Spiritual Renewel


Rev. Roy Gearhart, United Methodist Conference Evangelist





Wednesday, March 17th,Thursday, March 18th and Friday March 19th at Franklin Memorial United Methodist Church at 7:00 pm.





For more information, please contact: Connellsville Wesley UMC at 724-628-7960 or Franklin Memorial at 724-277-4641.








Come and join us for 6 days of Spiritual Renewel.





Sunday, March 14th, Monday, March 15th and Tuesday March 16th at Connellsville Wesley United Methodist Church at 6:30 pm.











Sponsored by the United Methodist Churches of Greater Uniontown.  �HYPERLINK "http://www.utumc.org"�www.utumc.org�





Speaker Rev. Frank Sherman, Connellsville District Superintendent of Western PA Conference of the United Methodist Church. 





Service will be held outside on the lawn in front of Wesley Hall.  Please bring your lawn chair if you wish to be seated.





An offering will be taken to benefit Jumonville’s “Kidz 2 Camp” Campership Program.








Uniontown Sub-District Spring UMW Meeting


Thursday, April 15, 2010		Juniata UMC, 4:00 pm











Our Guest speaker is California University of Pennsylvania Professor David Argent.  He’ll be speaking about the Monongahela and Youghiogheny rivers, emphasizing water quality.





Registration begins at 4:00 pm and our program begins at 4:30 pm.  Supper will be served at 6:00 pm and the cost will be $7.00.  We will need paid reservations by April 2.    Please contact Jeanne Fike at 724-430-9210 or email her at �HYPERLINK "mailto:jeannethebeanne1951@hotmail.com"�jeannethebeanne1951@hotmail.com�.





Following supper we will meet in the sanctuary to award certificates and play a game of Jeopardy!
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Easter Sunrise Service at Jumonville


April 4, 2010 at 7:00 am	Rev. Frank Sherman





Women, Ministry, and the Art of Leadership: Exploring New Terrain


Susan Kendall, Director of the Doctor of Ministry Program, PTS





The Schaff Lectures


Tuesday, March 23 – Wednesday, March 24, 2010


Christian Education


Daniel Aleshire, Executive Director, The Association for Theological Schools


Free and open to the public








The Albright-Deering Lecture in Methodist Studies


Thurday, April 29, 2010   2:00 pm and 3:45 pm


Altar-ing the World: Sacramental Work and Worship


Heather Murray Elkins, Professor of Worship, Preaching and the Arts, Drew Theological School, Drew University, Madison, N.J.


Free and open to the public





The J. Hubert Henderson Conference on Church and Ministry


The God of Jesus Christ and the God of Qur’an


Friday, April 30th, 2010    11:30 am, 2:30 pm and 4:30 pm


Miroslav Volf, Professor of Systematic Theology and Director of the Yale Center for Faith and Culture, Yale University Divinity School, New Haven, Conn.


Free and open to the public








WHO?  All – both men and women – are invited to think together about these interrelated themes.





WHAT?  Through story, film and prose, these four sessions will serve as a preamble to the deeper work of voice, wistful desire, courage, and risk.





WHY?  To begin or to renew an adventure of the spirit through asking what it is to wander knowingly.  “Truth received begins – It does not end – a journey” (Daniel C. Maguire)





Wednesday Mornings


April 7, 14, 21, and 28, 2010   10:00 am – 12:15 pm


$80    (0.8 CEUs)





This annual conference for clergy and laity, now in its ninth year, will be sponsored once again by a number of organizations in Pittsburgh and Southwestern Pennsylvania, including the Department of Continuing Education.  Each year, the conference highlights a specific theme of concern to the health and well-being of faith traditions and the broader community.  Presenters and workshop leaders will be announced.





Friday, May 7th, 2010   8:00 am – 4:00 pm  (0.7 CEUs)





Pittsburgh Pastoral Care Conference
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Think God only calls preacher?  Find out how God can use you in ministry during Pittsburgh Theological Seminary’s 14th annual Summer Youth Institute.  Full scholarships are available for qualifying high school scholars.


Applicants must be graduating from high school in 2011.  For an application packet, download it from the web �HYPERLINK "http://www.summeryouthinstitute.org"�www.summeryouthinstitute.org� or mail your request to:  Summer Youth Institute


Pittsburgh Theological Seminary


616 North Highland Avenue


Pittsburgh, PA  15206-2596


1-800-451-4194


E-mail: syi@pts.edu





Clergy and Spouse Nite Out








Summer Youth Institute at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary


July 17 – 31, 2010





Nine Day European Adventure


Departs July 6, 2010


From New York for just $2798


Pre-Tours and Extensions Reduced by $100





Travel from Pittsburgh for $248 additional


Travel from Cleveland for $298 additional.





Connellsville District Retired 


Pastors & Spouses Luncheon





Tuesday, April 13, 2010


12:00 pm Noon


Hosted by Rev. Frank and Becky Sherman


At the 


District Parsonage


117 Davis Street


Connellsville, PA 15425


Reservations Requested


Please call the District Office 724-628-3453


No later than April 2nd.





Friday, May 21, 2010





Place to be announced!





Reservation forms will be coming in the mail in Early April





MARK YOUR CALENDAR!!





Come and Enjoy an evening out with your District Family!!





Games, prizes and Silent Auction!





Alpine Wonders and the Oberammergau Passion Play 2010
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Rev. Frank Sherman, Superintendent


724-454-6016 – cell


724-628-3453 – Office


724-628-5524 - Fax





Email: �HYPERLINK "mailto:cvdsumc@zoominternet.net"�cvdsumc@zoominternet.net�


�HYPERLINK "mailto:cvsec@zoominternet.net"�cvsec@zoominternet.net�


Website:  �HYPERLINK "http://www.wpaumc.org"�www.wpaumc.org�








Connellsville District Office





EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY – THE FORMER CONNELLSVILLE DISTRICT WEBPAGE IS NO LONGER IN USE.  USE THE LINK FROM THE CONFERENCE WEBSITE TO VIEW THE NEW DISTRICT WEBSITE. �HYPERLINK "http://wpaumc.org/districts/detail/25"�http://wpaumc.org/districts/detail/25�





EVENT DATES ARE NOW BEING SHOWN ON THE CONFERENCE CALENDAR AT WWW.WPAUMC.ORG and ON THE CONNELLSVILLE DISTRICT CALENDAR WEBPAGE ON THE CONFERENCE WEBSITE. Check them often for up-to-date events and information.





Conference calendar:  �HYPERLINK "http://www.wpaumc.org/events/calendar"�http://www.wpaumc.org/events/calendar�


District Calendar: �HYPERLINK "http://www.wpaumc.org/events/calendar?mode=district&district=25&area=All&month=3&year=2010"�http://www.wpaumc.org/events/calendar?mode=district&district=25&area=All&month=3&year=2010�














Connellsville District Office


117 Davis Street


Connellsville, PA 15425





About One Great Hour of Sharing





Join United Methodist everywhere by participating in this special offering that supports UMCOR’s vital work.  Your gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing lay the foundation for UMCOR to seek justice and mercy for suffering people everywhere.





You can be assured that when catastrophes cause suffering, your church, impelled by Jesus’ love and compassion, will be in the lead to ease the pain.





UMCOR receives no World Service funds or any other apportionments.  Your gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing underwrite UMCOR’s “cost of doing business.”  That means 100 percent of every other dollar you give to designated UMCOR programs goes to help some of the world’s most vulnerable people.  We do not take anything from designated gifts to cover home-office administrative costs because of the broad support of United Methodists through this annual offering.





UMCOR is a good steward of God’s gifts.  Offering gifts over and above those used to cover administrative costs are channeled where they’re most needed- to assist the most vulnerable people whose need is greatest.





Our ability to respond and remain until the job is done is in direct proportion to the generosity of United Methodists at this time of offering.
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