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“Writings from off the Sanctuary Wall”
Commitment

The first quarter of 2010 will soon be over.  Remember those New Year resolutions you made?  Still committed to following them?  Lent is upon us, what commitment have you made to Christ as we journey with him to Jerusalem?  How goes it in your church?  Is commitment getting better?  Do you and your congregation seek spiritual growth?


Not long ago, an individual said to me:  “I have a problem with your use of the word commitment, it sounds very binding and restricting.  We like things just the way they are in our church.”  I guess the person wants the “status quo.”


Now, if all we want is “status quo” we can probably get away with the level of spiritual maturity we are already exhibiting.  That will work until the last endowment dollar has been spent and the last faithful member goes to his/her place in Heaven.


If we want to spiritually grow stronger, in order to be better disciples, we need to assess our own maturity and faithfulness to the gospel.  Perhaps today many congregations have become places in which even belief in God is optional or peripheral.  Marketing techniques for a multiple option institution have replaced response to the Gospel of Christ, as the means of membership enlistment.  The basic appeal is to self-defined needs rather than a call to discipleship.  For some the church’s mission all too often is to meet it’s members perceived needs rather than to serve God’s need for a redeemed, reconciled, and healed world.


“The mission of the Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  We are to do this by proclaiming the good news of God’s grace and by exemplifying Jesus’ command to love God and our neighbor.”  (Book of Discipline #121).

To me, discipleship means knowing who Jesus Christ is and following the revelation made known to us in his teaching, death, resurrection, and presence.  In other words, do we have a faith made visible?


A church cannot experience renewal, cannot be faithful in bringing the good news of the gospel to a dying world and community when participation in weekly worship, Scripture study, and prayer are so far down the priority list as to not matter in determining who we are and how we will witness to Jesus Christ.


We hear a lot today about the word change.  Lent is a time to look inwardly into our life, a time to examine our own commitment to follow Jesus Christ, to discover where our walk with Christ is in our list of personal priorities.  Do we need to change something in how we serve Christ and the church?  Service comes out of grace filled, commitment to follow Jesus Christ.  And if we don’t know where Christ would lead us, how can we lead others?



Blessings,



   Chuck
Chuck Fowler
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(The opinions expressed in this newsletter are not always God’s, nor the General Conference of the United Methodist Church.  This newsletter is a high-speed, roller coaster type condensation of information pertaining to your local congregation, Johnstown District, or the Western Pa. Annual Conference and is not recommended for people with heart ailments, back problems, advanced Theological degrees, inner ear disorders, and/or people inclined to get upset over the littlest of things.)
Some Helpful Website Information

www.johnstowndistrictumc.orgJohnstown District

www.wpaumc.org
Western PA Conference

www.umcdistricts.org

Forms

www.umc.org


National UMC

https://umcdata.com/
UMC data for on-line reporting

District Office Information

The Office of the Superintendent is located at Franklin Street United Methodist Church, in the City of Johnstown.  New office hours, starting in January will be Monday – Thursday from 8 a.m. until 1:30 p.m.  The District Office will be closed on Fridays, beginning in January.  Stacey Devlin is our District Secretary.

Mailing Address:
501 Locust Street




Johnstown, PA  15901

Telephone:

(814) 361-2464

Fax:


(814) 361-2465

Parking is available in the parking lot next to the church located on Locust Street.  Space in the gravel is designated for office visitors.  To access the office of the Superintendent, ring the bell at the Locust Street door to Franklin Street Church, proceed up the stairs, turning right at the top of the steps.
District Parsonage Information
District Parsonage Address:
200 Bloomfield Street, Johnstown, PA 15904

Parsonage Telephone:

(814) 266-8854

Friday is the scheduled day off for the Superintendent.  You may leave non-emergency messages on the answering machine.  Chuck will check the machine daily.  You may call the parsonage on Fridays and leave a message, as well.  If you have an emergency, or need to speak with Chuck about a critical matter, he can be reached by cell phone at (814) 341-2088.

Conference Plan of Ministry

Mission:  To provide leadership, connection, and resources to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.

Vision:  To ignite and sustain a passionate, spiritual connection with Christ among all people in Western Pa.

Core Value: We love the Lord our God with all our hearts, souls, minds, and strength and our neighbors as ourselves.  This value is commanded by Jesus, inspired by our Wesleyan heritage including spreading scriptural holiness over the land, and witnessed through our integrity, accountability and inclusiveness.

Pastors and laity of the District, I encourage you to memorize these three statements to heart, and focus them around your congregational life.

Johnstown District Information
Johnstown District News

2009 Audit Forms:

Audit reports for 2009 are due at the District office by March 1, 2010.  No exceptions!  By Discipline, all organizations, committees, church school classes, youth groups, Methodist Men & Women, or any group that maintains a checking, savings, or had income invested, must have their financial records for 2009 audited.  This includes back statements and checkbooks.

Healthy Church Finances
The Johnstown District Healthy Church Seminar will be held at Bethel Salix Church on Friday, April 9th, 2010.  Registration will begin at 6:15 p.m.  
Treasurers:  New Finance and Administrative Website Information, Mission Share Interpretation Information, New Treasurer’s Manual, Questions & Answers – Led by Pat Morris, Conference Treasurer.

Trustees:  Safety Issues, Parsonage Guidelines and Inspection Issues, Trustee Guide, Accessibility Issues – Led by Bill Jacka and Church Mutual Insurance Staff.

Stewardship:  “Why People Give” – Fred Leasure to lead from the U.M. Foundation.

Credit Score:  What is your credit score?  How does it affect your financial well being? – Patti Columbe to lead, CEO Keystone UMC Federal Credit Union.

Statistical Reports:  How to complete the forms and answers to questions regarding the forms.  W. PA. Conference to lead.

Board of Pensions:  Pensions, Health Care for Clergy, Future Annual Conference Legislation Regarding these topics will be shared.  Board of Pensions to lead.

All church members are welcome to come and attend any class.  It is important that clergy, treasurers, financial committee reps, chairperson of trustees be present.  
Registration material has been sent to District congregations.
Olmsted Manor

The scheduled events for Olmsted Manor are as follows:

March 7-9 Spring Women’s Spirituality Retreat: “Weaving our Lives”
June 27-July 1 Church Music and Worship Arts Workshop

July 18-20 Church Secretaries/Administrative Assistant Workshop

July 26-30 Retreat for Older Adults

For info. on any of the programs or to register, go to: info@olmstedmanor.org or phone 814-945-6512.

CAMP ALLEGHENY
EVENTS
Spring Work Day, April 24, 2010.  Call for volunteers from 8 a.m. until 4:30 p.m.  Many projects await volunteers from local congregations.  Come to the camp for breakfast at 7 a.m.  Lunch will also be provided for workers.  Contact the camp office to register your group.  Information about projects and if specific skills are needed is available by phoning the camp office.

Booster Banquet,  May 2nd at 5 p.m. at the Heartwood Center.  Friends of Camp Allegheny are invited to the mountain top for an evening of fellowship, good food, and to help raise funding to pay off the capital loan.  Information will be mailed to local churches and how to make your reservations.  Block the date on your calendar and plan on bringing a carload of folks from your church.

Open House:  May 23rd from 2-6 p.m.  All are welcomed to visit Camp Allegheny to see what the facility has to offer for all age levels.  All activities are free that day:  horse & pony rides, play mini golf, use the rope course, and pond boats.

Adult Wrangler Retreat:  May 21-23

Adults, this is your time to “horse around” at Camp Allegheny.  Make friends, experience camp activities, and ride the trails around the camp.

Saints and Sinners Golf Outing:  Saturday, July 24th with an 8 a.m. tee off

North Winds Golf Course will be the host course, a day of fun, fellowship, and friendly competition.

Women’s Retreat Weekend: August 20-22

Check the camp’s website and click on Women’s Retreat for information regarding program and costs.

Mt. Praise Youth Rally:  Sunday, October 10th
Watch for information regarding time of the service.

Fall Work Day:  Saturday, October 24th from 8 a.m. until 4:30 p.m.

Many projects to complete before winter at the camp.  Volunteers are invited to breakfast served at 7 a.m.  Lunch is also provided.  Plan to share in the entire day or volunteer as much time as you can five.

To register or seek additional information:  www.campallegheny.org or phone (888) 251-0771.

2010 District Helpshop
The District Helpshop is scheduled for Sunday, March 21st at Portage High School from 2 – 5 p.m.  Registration material and a listing of workshops to be offered have been mailed to pastors of Johnstown District Charges.  Child care will be offered.  Cokesbury will have books and materials for sale and displays of United Methodist curriculum, and programs of the District and Annual Conference will be set up in the school cafeteria.

Recruit a team from your church and register early.  The Helpshop is designed to help work areas in the local church plus offer help in areas of administrative responsibilities.

District Conference

Looking ahead, remember that our District Conference will be held in April.  Appointed clergy and lay representatives to the 2010 Annual Conference need to be present for the 2010 District Conference.

Date:  Sunday, April 25th
Time:  3 p.m.

Location:  Summit Chapel United Methodist Church
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SPRING AND SUMMER EVENTS
Festival of Homiletics:  May 17-21, Nashville, TN.  Attended by more than 4,000 pastors in the past two years.  A few of our Johnstown District Clergy have participated in previous festivals and shared it was a great event.  To register, for room/board information, and for a list of speakers, go to:  festival@goodpreacher.com.

Wesley Heritage Tour:  June 27th through July 7, 2010.  Sponsored by Educational Opportunities.  Visit England and Ireland.  Your hosts are Pastors Jon Gulnac and Larry Rowe.  Departure from New York City.  All inclusive $3,268.  For info. or specific questions, contact Jon Gulnac or Larry Rowe.  To register for this, go to:  www.eo.travelwithus.com.

School of Congregational Development:  July 29 – August 2nd, Nashville, TN.  Sponsored by the General Board of Discipleship and Board of Global Ministries.  Registration and info. available at:  www.scdnetworking.com or phone (877) 899-2780, ext. 7081.

Young People’s Global Convocation and Legislative Assembly:  July 21-26, Berlin, Germany.  Sponsored by the Young Peoples Ministries, General Board of Discipleship.  Registration and info. at:  www.globalyoungpeople.org or phone (877) 899-2780, ext. 7079.

Mission Partnership for Youth:  Seven week mission experience in Nashville, TN.  June 20th through August 6th.  Youth and adult leaders will go to Nashville throughout the summer.  Week long sessions will last from Sunday evening to Friday.  Mission work will be done in the greater Nashville area; participants will spend time with denominational staff, tour church facilities, and worship together in the Upper Room.  Cost for one week per person is $238, housing, meals, supplies, and programming.  Transportation expense is not included.  To learn more or to register:  www.gbod.org/youngpeople or phone (877) 746-6418. 

Think Summer Camping
It won’t be too long until children, youth, and adults are headed off to Camp Allegheny, Jumonville, or Wesley Woods to participate in our nine week Conference Camping Ministry.  Registration material, descriptions of events, and information pertaining to camperships has been made available to all congregations.  Registration discount is available through April 15th.  How many of our congregations will send campers this summer?  Consider having one of the site directors come to your church and share what is being offered this summer.

Spring Work Week at Wesley Woods
Wesley Woods has scheduled a work week camp for May 1-8, 2010.  Church groups, civic groups, individuals are invited to participate.  Participants can attend for the whole week, part of the week, or just for a day.  Meals and lodging will be provided at no cost.  Interested individuals or groups should contact Director Herb West at:  herb@wesleywoods.com.

District Lay Academy – April

The Johnstown District Lay Academy will begin on April 8th and conclude May 13th.  Courses for the beginning course in speaking and advanced classes will be offered at three locations.  This will help with traveling and participants may opt to carpool.  Local and Certified Lay Speakers are encouraged to register and attend classes.  Registration and course descriptions will be mailed to local congregations.  Mark your calendar April 8th through May 13th.  Locations will be:  Patton Trinity, New Paris, and Johnstown Park Avenue Churches.

District Men’s Chili Cook Off

Who will win the honors this year for the best chili on the District?  United Methodist Men’s groups will participate in the 2010 Chili Cook Off at Roxbury St. Paul’s Church at 4 p.m. on Saturday, April 10th .  Come sample each chili, then vote on which  one you like the best.  After voting, have a bowl of chili, some side dishes, and dessert.  Your contribution all goes to local mission projects sponsored by our District Men.

One Great Hour of Sharing
The fourth Sunday in Lent, provides major support to UMCOR through the General Church appeal.  Our gifts will aide in ministries of food, shelter, health, and peace, as well as assist when disaster strikes around the globe.  On March 14th, let us go the “second mile” with our gifts of love.  The One Great Hour is one of the six general church appeals to be received in a calendar year.

[image: image3.jpg]



Girl Scout Sunday

March 14th is Girl Scout Sunday.  This Sunday if your church sponsors scouting units, affirm that outreach in your services of worship.  Invite parents of scouts to worship.  Have scouts serve as ushers, greeters, and lay readers.  Take the time to thank and recognize adults that volunteer to help in your scouting ministries.

Spring Ahead!
Daylight Savings Time begins on Sunday, March 14th.  Be sure to turn the clocks ahead one hour before going to bed on Saturday evening.

DCOM to Meet this March

The District Committee on Ministry will meet on Saturday, March 20th.  Location will be Blacklick Community UMC, 9 a.m.  Committee members are encouraged to attend.  Members that cannot be present should contact either Paul Morris or Chuck Fowler.

Consider

Consider the plight of the monastery monk.  His task was the church bells to ring.  But he couldn’t remember which rope to pull first.  Did “dong” come before “bong” except after “ding?”
School of Christian Mission
The 2010 School of Christian Mission will be held at Grove City College this July.  Two opportunities are available for clergy and laity to participate.



July 12-16 Weekday School



July 16-18 Weekend School

Clergy can also participate in the one day sampler held mid-week for the Weekday Program and on Saturday of the Weekend School.  Topics for study this year are:  For the Love of John – letters contained in the New Testament, The Beauty and Courage of Sudan, and Mission Evangelism.  Registration material has been mailed to UMW units in the local church.  Registration applications are also available through the District office.

Letters to the District Superintendent

Dear Rev. Fowler,
What is the first thing many Christians give up during Lent?




Sincerely,




Wanda Seeker

Dear Wanda,

Going to church.




Grace & Peace,




Chuck Fowler

Dear Rev. Fowler, 

I am to be married this summer.  My parents object because my guy wears an earring and won’t be a good husband.  What do you think?




Yours Truly,




Cindy

Dear Cindy,

Congratulations on your plan to marry.  I wish the two of you the very best.  I think men who have a pierced ear are better prepared for marriage than your mom and dad believe.  They’ve experienced pain and bought jewelry.




Sincerely,




Rev. Fowler

Harry Denman Awards

Pastors have received information regarding the Harry Denman Evangelism Award to be presented at the 2010 Session of Annual Conference, to a clergyperson and laity from our Annual Conference.  Congregations may wish to nominate their pastor.  A church council may wish to nominate a layperson from their membership.  Nominations are due by March 

7th to the District Office.
What Do You Mean?

A woman went to a marriage counselor.  “I want to divorce my husband,” she told the counselor.  “Do you have any grounds for divorce?” the counselor asked.  “Why yes.  We own two acres.”   “You don’t understand,” said the counselor, “What I wish to know is if you and your spouse have a grudge.”  “No, we don’t have one, but we do have a carport.”  The counselor shook his head and said, “I’m sorry, but I still don’t see a reason why you should divorce your husband.”  “It’s just that the man can’t carry on an intelligent conversation” she said.

Woman Upset by Theater Mix-Up
Lancaster, Pa., Maria Holsapple thought she was attending performances at the local community theater, but after twelve weeks, she was angered to learn she had been attending Oak Grove United Methodist Church.

“I would never willingly go into an evangelical church,” says Holsapple, a practicing Catholic.  She came after Oak Grove mailed her “tickets” to upcoming “drama presentation.”   She enjoyed the “mini-concert, the play and the motivational speech they threw in at the end,” she says.

“It worked well as performance art,” she says, “I was convinced it was a ground breaking new theater company.”

But when neighbors remarked that they had seen her at church, Holsapple called Oak Grove and discovered it was a United Methodist Church.

“The pastor quoted Jesus, but he also quoted Socrates, too, and Britney Spears,” she says.  “How was I to know?”  

Continuing Education Events

July 22-24, 2010, the Center for Parish Development:  Pastors and Lay Leaders “Contrast and Companionship, the Way of the Church and the World.”  Featured speaker, Dr. George Hunsberger.  Register and info. available at:  www.missionalchurch.org.

July 12-18 or July 16-18, 2010 Western Pa. School of Christian Mission:  Grove City College, Pa. Bible Study John’s letters, Missional Study, Sudan, Social Issue, Mission and Evangelism.  Register through the Conf. website and click on events.

March 23-24, 2010 Schaff lectures:  Pittsburgh Seminary, “Finding our Way in the Wilderness:  Theological Education and Ministry in a Changing Church and Society.  Daniel Aleshire, Executive Director of Association of Theological Schools.

March 15-16, 2010 Methodist Theological School:  Missional renewal of the Small Membership Church.  Additional info and registration form can be found in your copy of this newsletter.

Johnstown Human Services
Feinstein Foundation Challenge:  During the months of March and April, Johnstown Human Services is participating in the Feinstein Foundation Yearly Challenge.  The foundation, based in Rhode Island, will divide one million dollars among hunger fighting agencies nationwide.  Last year Human Services received a check for $285.  Donations of income and food must be received between March and April 30th.  Many of the District congregations already support the feeding ministries of Franklin Street and New Paris, which are the locations of Human Services feeding programs.  Donations that are received between March and April will be matched by the Feinstein Foundation.  Send donations to:  “Food Pantry Donation”, United Methodist Human Services, 436 Vine Street, Johnstown, PA  15901.

Lay Speakers Needed

Human Services sponsors Sunday worship at the Richland Towers housing complex.  Services are held at 2:30 p.m.  Certified Lay Speakers and retired clergy are requested to volunteer to lead worship.  Speakers will receive an honorarium.  Interested persons should contact Jennifer at the office of Human Services at (814) 539-2633.

Youth Events Upcoming

Acquire the Fire:  May 7-8, 2010, Pittsburgh.  To register and for housing/information/schedule of speakers, go to:  www.atftour.com
Annual Conference:  June 8-13, 2010 at Grove City College.  Youth from the Johnstown District are encouraged to serve as Conference Pages and Youth Representatives for our District.  Application deadline is April 1, 2010.  To apply, go to:  www.wpaumc.org or contact Renaye Hoffman at Renaye.Hoffman@wpaumc.org.

Mission Outreach:  

Youth for Missions:  July 5-10, 2010, University of Pittsburgh, Johnstown Campus.  Participants can be involved in short mission projects in the City of Johnstown and district churches and help lead a mini summer vacation church school program.

Mission Discovery:  July 12-16, Grove City College.  Sponsored by the United Methodist Women.  During the school for Christian Mission, youth can serve on work teams doing mission projects in the Grove City Area.  (for info. or to register for either mission experience, go to the Conference Website and click on events).
Healthy Church Leadership Day this Month

Saturday, March 27th, 2010 is a day to energize and revitalize your local church.  Clergy and laity of the Johnstown District are invited to come to Camp Allegheny on March 27th.  The event is sponsored by our Conference staff and is designed for pastors, church leaders, and potential leaders.  The focus will be on leadership centered around:  body, mind, and soul.  Sessions will include information on practical aspects of leadership in leading meetings, building a team, recruiting and delegating, group dynamics, and feeding disciples through devotions and prayer.  Sessions on spiritual health will focus on “how leadership flows from our faith commitment and connection to Christ.”  Members of the Health and Wholeness Team will address self care and maintaining balance.  Bishop Bickerton will lead in closing worship.  Bring a team from your charge and join others from the district on Saturday, March 27th.  Registration information is available in your newsletter and online at the Conference website: click on events.

U.M. Foundation Grants

Foundation grants are now available to local churches.  The deadline to apply is March 26th.  Grants will be awarded by the end of May.  Maximum amount a church can request is $5,000.  Grants can support and sustain specific ministries such as after school programs, feeding ministries, food banks, health screenings, camperships to send children and youth to our summer Conference camping program.  Grants cannot be used for salary support for staff.  Application information and other information is available at www.umfoundation.org.  Churches and ministries from our District have received grants in the past.
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St. Patrick’s Day Blessing

I wish you not a path devoid of clouds,

Nor a life on a bed of roses.

Nor that you should never feel pain,

My wish for you is:

That you might be brave in times

of trial, when others lay crosses 

upon your shoulders.

When mountains must be climbed

and chasms crossed,

When hope scarce shines through.

When every gift God gave you

might grow along with you,

And let you give the gift of joy to

all who care for you.

That you might always have a 

friend who is worth that name,

Who will defy the storms of life by 

your side.

That in every hour of joy and pain,

you may be close to God.”

· Author Unknown

Lenten Luncheons and Worship Services

March:
  3  Oakland UMC

10  Mt. Calvary Lutheran

17  Walnut Grove Church of Brethren
24  Johnstown Bethany UMC
31  Beulah UMC
Luncheon begins 12 noon and cost is $4.  Worship follows the luncheon (10-15 minute service)

Forest Hills Ministerium Lenten Worship:

March 7: 
Dunlo UMC

March 14:  
Mt. Hope UMC

March 21:
South Fork Wesley UMC

March 28: 
St. Michael R.C.C.

Services begin at 7 p.m.

Moxham Community Services:

March 3: 
Grove Avenue UMC

March 10:
Moxham Church of the Brethren

March 17:
Second Presbyterian Church

March 24:
St. Patrick’s Roman Catholic 



Church

Each of the services begins at 11 a.m. followed by a luncheon.  The public is invited to share in worship and fellowship.

Celtic Service:
March 17th at 6 p.m. at Grove Avenue UMC.  Celtic music and instruments to be featured.  Following the service, dinner will be served.

Church Women United:

World Day of Prayer:  Friday, March 5th at First Lutheran Church, Vine Street, Johnstown.  The prayer service is opened to all and will begin at 1 p.m.

Summer Youth Institute
Pittsburgh Seminary
The Summer Youth Institute is a two week program for students entering their senior year of high school.  Participants receive full scholarships.  It is a two week program of theological inquiry and spiritual formation for those who may be considering the ministry or Christian education as a life vocation.  The program runs from July 17-31st, 2010.  Acceptance for the 14th annual Summer Youth Institute begins April 1, 2010.  For a brochure and application, visit:  wwwsummeryouthinstitute.org or phone (800) 451-4194.

Haiti Volunteer Information
For up to date information on volunteering to help with Haiti recovery, go to:  www.umvimhaiti.org.  Click the link to register as a potential volunteer.  You may also contact WPAUMC VIM Coordinator, Diane Miller at diane.miller@wpaumc.org.  Teams from our conference will be formed when the situation stabilizes and an invitation is issued by the Methodist church of Haiti.

Natural Church Development

Training sessions for those interested in coaching for Natural Church Development are still scheduled for March 13th at Brookville Evangelical UMC, March 14th at Arnold UMC, and March 20th at Brush Run UMC.  For details and to register, go to the calendar section of www.wpaumc.org and click on the date of the event you wish to attend, click on “Natural Church Development” to register.

Inspection of Parsonages

By 2009 Annual Conference action guidelines for parsonages were approved.  The guidelines will be reviewed at the District Helpshop for clergy, trustees, and members of the PPRC/SPRC.  One thing that is required is to have parsonages inspected.  For info. of companies in our area that will do this:  

Latoski Inspection & Environment 


Services


28 Braddock Street


Houtzdale, PA  16651


(877) 301-3552

The rate is $585 which includes radon and lead testing.  Water testing requires an additional $50 charge.

Clergy Evaluations

PPRC/SPRC’s are reminded that your 2010 Evaluation of the Pastor(s) is due back at the District office by May 15th.  Committees are to use the long evaluation form that has been mailed to committee chairpersons.  Earlier in the year, a continuing education report was mailed from the District office for your work with the Pastor(s).  Both reports can be sent at the same time to Stacey when you have completed your work.

Change of Address Information

The Rev. Pat Nelson, BOOM Registrar for Local Clergy has a new email and mailing address due to a mid year change of appointment.  Pat’s email address is:  pat.nelson@wpaumc.org.  Her mailing address is 208 Franklin Street, Butler, Pa  16001.  She may be reached by telephone through Butler First Church listed in your Conference Directory.

Nothing But Nets Meets Rethink Church

This Annual Conference initiative is designed to raise awareness of the successful “Nothing but Nets” campaign to combat deadly malaria in Zimbabwe with our partner conference and provide an opportunity for our congregations to “Rethink Church” by developing relationships in their own communities.  This effort to have NETS events all across the Conference is designed to create our own version of March Madness.  It’s a perfect way for us to be part of the launch of our denomination’s Imagine No Malaria Campaign on World Malaria Day, April 25th.  As many of you know is the goal of the United Methodist Church to eliminate malaria from Africa by 2015.

Here’s what we can do:

Churches will partner with a non-church group or individual in your community to promote a single “Nothing but Nets” event or program.  Examples could be:  partnerships with colleges, schools, community or sports teams, coaches, Fellowship of Christian Athlete groups, service organizations such as Rotary, Kiwanas, Lions, or business or civic groups.  Churches are encouraged to make natural connections through members who can create a “bridge” to community organizations that they are a part of.  Events could be:  dinners, youth/family nights at a skating rink or community center, concerts, sales, and various “thons”.  All of you have creative skills in this area.  All income raised will be sent to the Conference for “Nothing but Nets” to help fund a plan and distribution in the Nyadire region of Zimbabwe and to create new positive relationships in our own communities.  A project kit is available at www.wpaumc.org/nets.

I am suggesting that each church bring their financial gift to our District Conference on April 25th, at Summit Chapel.  This will be our offering received.  Checks should be made out to:  WPAUMC.  Thank you for your support in this district response from conference.

· Chuck Fowler
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Send the Easter Bunny Packing
Please share the attached information with your church members.  An invitation to give up something during Lent and give new life to people in Cote d’Ivoire.

Remember who made us
We have forgotten the gracious hand which has preserved us in peace and multiplied and enriched and strengthened us, and have vainly imagined in the deceitfulness of our hearts that all these blessings were produced by some superior wisdom and virtue of our own.  Intoxicated with unbroken success, we have become too self-sufficient to feel the necessity of redeeming and preserving Grace, too proud to pray to the God that made us.  



-- Abraham Lincoln
Palm Sunday Communion Breakfast

The District United Methodist Men will be holding the Palm Sunday Communion Breakfast at 6:00 AM on March 28 at the Elton United Methodist Church.  Dave Kissinger, Lay Speaker from the Elton Church, will be the speaker.  The cost is $5 per person.  Reservations are needed by Tuesday, March 23.  Call Don Custer (266-3075) with reservations.
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Johnstown District Calendar

March 2010
  2-4
Cabinet Meeting – Cranberry Twp.
  5

  6
God’s Kitchen

  7
Third Sunday of Lent

VIM Recognition

  8

  9

10


11
12
Bethel Salix – Roxbury Mission trip to


Gulfport, Mississippi

13 
Camp Allegheny Director’s Meeting

God’s Kitchen

14
One Great Hour of Sharing

Girl Scout Sunday 


Daylight Savings Time Begins


Fourth Sunday of Lent
15


16

17
Happy St. Patrick’s Day!
18


19

20
God’s Kitchen 


DCOM Blacklick Comm. UMC, 9 a.m.

Evangelism Clinic

21
Fifth Sunday of Lent

Helpshop Portage High School, 2 p.m.

22

23-25
Cabinet Meeting Conf. Center

26


27
God’s Kitchen – Healthy Leadership

At Camp Allegheny

28
Palm Sunday
29

30

31
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This craft is a reminder of God's love for the
world and of Jesus’ sactrifice for everyone.

What you need:

¢ Two pieces of 812" x 11" white or
light-blue construction paper

¢ Circle shape that fits paper
(plastic lid or paper plate)

¢ Black marker or crayon Q

* Masking tape

+ Shallow box, box lid

or old cookie tray

Blue and green paint

Two paper plates

Two marbles

Two plastic spoons

* Scissors

What you do:

1. On one piece of paper, trace
the circle shape.

2. Using two pieces of masking
tape, make a cross in the center
of your circle.

3. Place your paper inside the box,
box lid or cookie tray.

4. Pour blue paint onto one paper
plate and green onto the other.
Place one marble in each color
of paint.

5. Using a spoon, take out one
marble at a time and place on
your paper.

6. Roll each marble back and forth,
around and around, alternating
between colors.

7. After your circle looks like the
planet Earch with lots of blue
and green, cut out the circle.

8. Glue the circle onto another
piece of paper.

9. Around the circle, write the
words to John 3:16, NIV: “For
God so loved the world that he
gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal life.”

10. Take off the masking tape and
see the cross that’s left. Keep
your artwork as a reminder of
how much God loves you!
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Every day we should be thankful for God'’s love and for the gift of his Son, Jesus.
Complete the maze below to help people from all directions hear about this good news.
Then, starting at the N (north) and going clockwise, read the words to John 3:16, NIV.
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