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Perceptions from a Pewboy
(offered by a superintendent to the people with whom he journeys)

Here are some things on my heart that I’d like to share as I venture into the summer months.

1. I have been deeply moved in recent days by the ministry of “Imagine No Malaria.”  In fact, Tara and I have been so utterly convicted of the urgency of this ministry that we have prayerfully decided to become part of the “Impact 500 Society” by committing $83 dollars a month over the next five years to “Imagine No Malaria.”  In doing so, Tara and I will become instruments through which God saves 500 lives.

I do not share this information with you for the purpose of patting myself on the back for my good work (Believe me, the evidence of my own shallowness and selfishness is ever before me.)  Nor do I share this information for the purpose of “towing the party line” concerning another denominational effort.  Rather, I share this information in order to help you to understand that you have a district superintendent who has been brought to his knees and completely undone by the realization that millions of our African sisters and brothers are suffering with a disease that is perfectly preventable and treatable.  

Will you join me in the effort?  Will you prayerfully consider becoming a part of the “Impact 100 Society” by committing to give $28 dollars a month over the next five years to the ministry of “Imagine No Malaria” (thereby saving 100 African lives)?  My heart compels me to ask this of you.  I pray that your heart compels you to respond.

Help the people you serve to understand the ministry of “Imagine No Malaria.”  Help them to understand how they can become a part of the effort to save lives for the cause of Jesus Christ.  Help them to find their way into what I believe is some of the most significant and Christ-honoring work that our church is doing in these challenging times.  Please visit the ministry’s website (imaginenomalaria.org) for information and resources.

2. In the aftermath of an appointment season that brought more than its share of complexities, I find myself praying fervently for families and churches in transition.  Particularly present in my prayerful heart are the following pastors who will either be leaving our district, coming to our district, or moving to another church on the district:  David Evans, Mark Stewart, Judy Winston-Thomas, Jeff Conn, Ken Miller, Nancy Shute, Keith Simmons, Rico Vespa, B.T. Gilligan, Bev Gross, Nancy Zahn, Larry Corner, Rich Updegraff, Pat and Wayne Cleary, Bruce Northey, Diane Gobbel, and Terry Shaughnessy.  

I’ve also been praying regularly for Lota Jones as she prepares to enter the retired relationship.

And what more can I say about Jan Moody Owen?!  It is difficult for me to imagine a Jan-less Washington District Office.  For thirteen years, Jan has blessed this district with her administrative prowess, her organizational acumen, and her wonderfully engaging personality.  I am praying for Jan as she, Tori, and Dan make ready for a full-time life in Erie.  I am also praying for Collette Hill as she prepares to begin her work as the new Washington District Administrative Assistant.

During these days of important transition, please join me in praying for these pastors, church workers, their families, and the churches they serve.

3. What are you reading these days?  Here is a portion of my intended reading list for the summer months:
-“Hannah’s Child:  A Theological Memoir” (by Stanley Hauerwas) 
-“Christ the Key” (by Kathryn Tanner)
-“Countdown to Sunday: A Daily Guide for Those Who Dare to Preach”
		(by Christ Erdman)
-“Just War as Christian Discipleship: Recentering the Tradition in the 
                       Church Rather than the State” (by Daniel Bell)
-“Against the Tide: Love in a Time of Petty Dreams and Persisting
		Enmities” (by Miroslav Volf)
-“Journey to the Common Good” (by Walter Brueggemann)
-“Unfettered Hope: A Call to Faithful Living in an Affluent Society” (by Marva Dawn)	
4. After twenty-one years of ministry, the discipline of preaching is still one of my primary passions and one that I believe remains somewhere very close to the heart of local church ministry.  For this reason, I have scheduled a dialogical seminar entitled “THE EVOCATIVE WORD:  Preaching That Inspires and Calls Forth.”  This seminar, led by yours truly, will be held at First United Methodist Church in Washington on Saturday, August 21st, from 9:00 until Noon.  It is free of charge and open to all clergy and laity who are interested in deepening their skills in the discipline of preaching.  I hope that you will plan on joining me as we grow together in our proclamation of the Word.  Please see additional information concerning this event elsewhere in this newsletter.

5. Finally, as I look toward the completion of my second year of the superintendency   
(remember that I began this work on January 1 of 2009), I find myself inwardly occupied by a deep and abiding sense of gratitude for the privilege and honor of sharing life and ministry with the clergy and laity of the Washington District.  You inspire me regularly with your faithfulness, your integrity, your creativity, and your continued devotion to Jesus Christ and his Way.  I am praying for you, even as I type these words.

Thanks for doing what you do.  Even more, thanks for being who you are.

Have a blessed summer.
Eric Park
 

Eric will be on vacation June 19 – August 1.
Greensburg District Superintendent William Meekins will provide coverage during this time.  If you have an emergency and need to reach him, contact information is below:
Greensburg District Office – 724-863-5673
Cell Phone – 412-638-0123
Email - wbmeekinsj@aol.com
A Seminar on the Discipline of Preaching—Offered to the People of the Washington District
The Evocative word:
Preaching that Inspires and Calls Forth

This dialogical seminar, facilitated by Eric Park, is open to all clergy and laity who are interested in deepening their skills in a practice that is nothing short of foundational in the Church’s ministry—the discipline of preaching.

When:  Saturday, August 21, 9:00 A.M. until Noon

Where:  First United Methodist Church of Washington, PA (29 North College Street, Washington, PA 15301)

Who Is Invited:  All clergy and laity who want to grow in their understanding and practice of preaching 

What Does It Cost:  Nothing but the investment of your time

Do I Need to Make a Reservation: Yes (just so that we have an idea of how many people to expect)—Please reserve your spot by contacting the Washington District Office by phone (724-225-6632) or by e-mail: (washington.district@wpaumc.org).

Join us as together we grow in our proclamation of the Word.

As I finish the last day as the Washington District Administrative Assistant, I am thankful for the opportunity to have worked with you during the past 13 years.  This job was supposed to be temporary, and it ended up lasting through Tori’s entire school career.  Thank you for your friendship and encouragement during these years.  Thank you also for your kindness with the monetary gift that Eric presented to me.  You are generous and gracious in heart.  I will continue to pray for the churches, pastors and people of the Washington District.  I hope to see you at Grove City next year.  God’s peace to all.
	Love in Christ,
		Jan Owen 
		Former Administrative Assistant
		Washington District
CELEBRATE!
Pastors								Spouses
[image: j0436367]La mar Carlson	7/4				Betsy Hilliard		7/9
Cynthia Deter	7/6				Cathy Cobb		7/13	
Nick Grenci		7/13			Mary Lou James	7/23
	Keith Simmons	7/13			Alice Sayre		7/23
	Woody Wilson	7/19			Deryk Cook		7/25	
	Kathy Higgins	7/21			Brenda Russell	07/29
	Hal Dangel		7/27
	Bill Parker		7/30	
					Children				
							Christian Carroll		07/13
							Elizabeth Cobb		07/15

Anniversaries


Carol & Gary Gregg			7/1
Carol & Jim Lewis			7/6
Twyla & Kenneth Haines		7/18
Elsie & Sammy Knappenberger	7/19
Katherine & Jonathan Fehl		7/20
Cathy & Mike Milinovich		7/26
Cathy & Gale Cobb			7/27
Diane & Pat Gobbel			7/29



Potential Tax Relief for Churches Hiring Previously Unemployed Workers

On March 18, 2010, the Hiring Incentives to Restore Employment Act (the “HIRE Act”) became law. As its name indicates, the HIRE Act provides incentives for employers to hire new employees who are currently unemployed. One of those incentives – an exemption from the employer’s share of Social Security taxes – is available to non-profit employers, including churches. In short, if an employer hires a previously unemployed individual, the employer will be exempt from paying the employer’s share (i.e., 6.2%) of Social Security taxes on that new employee’s wages through the end of 2010. (The employer is still required to pay its share (1.45%) of the new employee’s Medicare taxes.) Employers claim the HIRE Act Social Security
tax exemption on their quarterly Form 941s.

The HIRE Act contains some important restrictions and requirements, which we briefly summarize here. First, the new employee cannot be replacing a former employee unless the former employee left voluntarily or was discharged for cause. In other words, employers cannot just replace current employees with new employees for the sole purpose of obtaining the benefits of the HIRE Act. Second, the new employee must certify that he or she has been unemployed, or employed for less than 40 hours, during the 60-day period immediately preceding his or her new employment. (The IRS has provided a form for this purpose, Form W-11, which the employer must keep on file.) Third, the new employee must have been hired after February 3, 2010, and before January 1, 2011. For more detailed information on these and other requirements to take
advantage of the HIRE Act, please see the links provided below, and consult with your professional tax adviser.
http://www.irs.gov/businesses/small/article/0,,id=220745,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fw11.pdf


Washington District
All Church Family Picnic

Sunday, August 29 – 3:00 till dark
Mingo Creek Park, Pavilion #6

3:00 Welcome and registration
Games for all ages begin!!!
4:00  Eat
6:00  Music group/Vesper service and communion

Please bring a covered dish of your choice.

Hotdogs and buns and table service provided

Bring lawn chairs, blankets, softball glove, Frisbee, horseshoes, bocce, badminton, volleyball, and anything else you can think of and we’ll see you there!!!!

Please pass this information on to your secretary and anyone that might be sending mail to the District Office.  When mailing a report, general form, or notice, please address the item to “Washington District Office.”  That way the mail can be opened and dealt with when Eric is out of town for days on end.  If it is something specifically for Eric to see, please use his name on the envelope.  Those items are not opened by anyone other than the D.S.

Clergy Evaluations are PAST due - JUNE 1st!!!!!
Below is the list of evaluations that I have NOT received:


Brian Carroll
Thomas Chacko
Gale Cobb
Patty Comini-Miller
Jim Lewis
Ernie De Luca
Sammy Knappenberger
Bill Parker
Ross Pryor
Lanfer Simpson
John Smith
Bill Starr


Dates for Pre-Church Conference Briefings

Saturday, July 10—10:00 AM until 11:30 AM – Washington 1st
Saturday, July 17—10:00 AM until 11:30 AM – Rogersville UMC
Wednesday, August 11—10:00 AM until 11:30 AM – Meadowlands UMC
Wednesday, August 18—10:00 AM until 11:30 AM – Washington 1st
	Charge Name
	CHARGE CONFERENCE

	
	

	Avery
	Thursday, October 28 @ 7 PM

	Bentleyville/Houston
	Thursday, October 7 @ 7 PM

	Bobtown/Taylortown/Mt. Pleasant
	Wednesday, September 22 @ 7 PM

	Brave
	Wednesday, October 6 @ 7 PM

	Bridgeville
	Tuesday, November 2 @ 7 PM

	California
	Sunday, October 10 @ 12:00 PM

	Canonsburg/MeadowLands/Fawcett
	Tuesday, November 30 @ 7 PM

	Carmichaels
	Tuesday, November 9 @ 7 PM

	Centerville/Taylor
	Thursday, November 18 @ 7 PM

	Central Highlands
	Tuesday, November 16 @ 7 PM

	Clairton First
	Saturday, September 25 @ 10 AM

	Claysville/Zion
	Tuesday, November 23 @ 7 PM

	Crossroads
	Wednesday, December 1 @ 7 PM

	Crossroads: Associate
	Wednesday, December 1 @ 7 PM

	Eldersville
	Wednesday, September 1 @ 7 PM

	Elizabeth/Boston
	Saturday, December 4 @ 10 AM

	Fairall/Mt Morris
	Saturday, October 30 @ 10 AM

	Fairview/Nebo
	Saturday, September 11 @ 10 AM

	Good Shepherd Charge
	Wednesday, September 29 @ 7 PM

	Grace: Coal Center
	Thursday, November 4 @ 7 PM

	Greater Purpose Team Ministry
	Wednesday, November 3 @ 7 PM

	Greater Purpose Team Ministry
	Wednesday, November 3 @ 7 PM

	Greene Hills/Fairmount
	Tuesday, September 14 @ 7 PM

	Greenock
	Wednesday, November 17 @ 7 PM

	Jackson Community
	Thursday, September 9 @ 7 PM

	Jefferson Ave/W Wash
	Tuesday, September 28 @ 7 PM

	John Wesley
	Thursday, September 23 @ 7 PM

	Jollytown
	Saturday, October 2 @ 10 AM

	Liberty/Amity
	Thursday, October 21 @ 7 PM

	Mapletown/Mount Pleasant
	Tuesday, October 19 @ 7 PM

	Mapletown/Mount Pleasant - Assoc.
	Tuesday, October 19 @ 7 PM

	Midway
	Thursday, September 2 @ 7 PM

	Monongahela Parish
	Wednesday, September 8 @ 7 PM

	Monongahela: First
	Wednesday, October 20 @ 7 PM

	Noblestown/Federal/McDonald
	Wednesday, November 10 @ 7 PM

	Oak View
	Thursday, October 14 @ 7 PM

	Pine Run
	Thursday November 11 @ 7 PM

	Scenery Hill/Davidson
	Saturday, October 9 @ 10 AM

	Speers/Dunlevy
	Saturday, November 13 @ 10 AM

	Trinity
	Thursday, December 2 @ 7 PM

	UM Community Churches
	Saturday, October 23 @ 10 AM

	Union Roads
	Saturday, November 20 @ 10 AM

	Washington: First
	Sunday, November 21 @ 7 PM

	Waynesburg: First
	Wednesday, October 27 @ 7 PM

	West Alexander
	Saturday, September 18 @ 10 AM

	West Elizabeth/Elrama/Glassport
	Wednesday, September 15 @ 7 PM

	Wrights/Edward's Chapel
	Thursday, September 30 @ 7 PM


Mar 1st  2009 Audit Reports PAST DUE!!! See list below of missing audits!!!!

BOBTOWN
BRIDGEVILLE	
DAVIDSON
DUNLEVY
EDWARDS CHAPEL
ELDERSVILLE
ELRAMA
GLASSPORT
JOHN WESLEY
KENTS CHAPEL
MIDWAY
MOUNT CALVARY
MT PLEASANT: WAYNBG
NINEVEH
ROGERSVILLE
SCENERY HILL
SPEERS
SPRAGGS
TAYLORTOWN
THROCKMORTON
UNION VALLEY
VALLEY CHAPEL: GREEN
VALLEY CHAPEL: WAYBG: 
WASHINGTON ST
WEST ELIZABETH
WRIGHTS



Greene County United Methodist Hymn Sing 
7:00 PM

July 11, 2010			Fordyce UMC
August 8, 2010			Mt. Pleasant UMC Monongahela Charge



The Washington District website - http://wpaumc.org/districts/detail/33

Conference website - www.wpaumc.org.  

Conference calendar:  http://www.wpaumc.org/events/calendar

District Calendar: http://www.wpaumc.org/events/calendar?mode=district&district=33&area=All&month=2&year=2010



The 2010 Projecting Hope Film Festival
Now with 2 locations in Pittsburgh!
October 8 - 10, 2010  |  Cranberry Cinemas
October 15 - 17, 2010  |  Waterworks Cinemas 
Free movies, all weekend.  Information coming soon.


2010 MISSION ADVENTURE---Grove City College
Mission Discovery/Mission Adventure for UM Youth will be held at Grove City College on July 12-16 sponsored by the Cooperative School of Christian Mission. If you register by June 15th you can save $50. A deposit of $25 per person is needed to register. For more information, email: youthcscm@nelsonrb.net or call 724-651-6155.


THE 2010 CHURCH SECRETARIES WORKSHOP ---July 18-20th  at Olmsted
Theme:  Love Yourself?  Deny Yourself?  The Truth About Self-Care with Rev. Michelle L. Wobrak on July 18-20, at Olmsted Manor, Ludlow, Pa.  This retreat is designed for those who work, whether paid or as a volunteer, in the offices of our churches….this is a non-denominational event…..open to all in our communities.  For further info, please call (814)954-6512 or e-mail: Anne@olmstedmanor.org   Register today!
UMW Day Apart and Annual Meeting
Jeff Painter and Rev. Larry Homitsky 
will bless the UMW with their witness and program at Jumonville.
Thursday, September 16, 2010
8:45	Coffee Fellowship
9:15	Program begins
Lunch - $8.50 ($1.50/brown bag & coffee fellowship)
Registration deadline – August 31.
For details, call Mary Hart, District President – 724-785-7976

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE
The Conference Educational Society Committee provides scholarships for children of pastors whose salaries are in the lower income brackets. The lower bracket is defined as the Conference minimum or less for full conference members, plus $500. Applications for the 2010-2011 academic year are available from Sue Hutchins at srh.walker@verizon.net or 412-431-3846. Applications are due by July 1st.

JOIN UM’S FOR PIRATES GAMES
Enjoy the Pittsburgh Pirates at PNC Park with other United Methodists. August 4th Pirates vs. Cincinnati Reds (12:35pm) Large groups and friends from all UM churches are welcome. Tickets are first-come-first-serve. Payment is due with order. To order, contact Beth Nelson at Beth.Nelson@wpaumc.org OR 800-886-3382 Ext 228 OR UM Center, P.O. Box 5002, Cranberry Twp., Pa 16066

Imagine NO Malaria

The DS and some Mission Team members recently met with Laura Meengs, the field coordinator for „Imagine NO Malaria‟ (the second stage of Nothing But Nets), to discuss how our District can be part of a concerted effort to combat malaria worldwide. Laura presented a plan which is working successfully in two other United Methodist conferences and is now being launched in our own Western Penna. Conference. Several persons have been asked to attend a training session, conducted by Laura, and will be sharing the campaign with every church in the District.
Where Nothing But Nets provided treated mosquito nets to persons in Africa, this next stage will provide prevention (nets plus medication), education (how to: recognize symptoms, what causes malaria, where and what treatment is available), communication (a radio station/towers broadcasting health information AND the Gospel of Jesus Christ), and treatment (more: medications, nets clinics and hospitals).
Malaria is more than a treatable disease, it is a “beatable” disease!! When you are contacted by one of the District presenters, please provide a setting/s for them to share the campaign with your congregants.
Two information gatherings have been held with four more regional times planed in June.
From that growing group – a Mobilization Team will be created. Members of the team will be available to speak with your church leaders, to help your church get on board………together we can meet the goal to eliminate malaria by 2015
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