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Perceptions from a Pewboy

(offered by a superintendent to the people with whom he journeys)
Where is God When an Earthquake Occurs?

The recent catastrophic earthquake in Haiti has me pondering the reality of human suffering.

Throughout my ministry, I have often heard people give expression to a profound and ultimately unanswerable question in the midst of their experiences of suffering:

Why?

“My child has been diagnosed with inoperable cancer.  Why would a loving God permit such a cruel reality?”

“People in the village that I visited in Africa are so poor that, every morning, parents there have to choose which of their children will get food that day.  I don’t understand why God would tolerate that kind of hunger for so long.”

“I trusted my husband completely, but he shattered my life by telling me that he doesn’t love me anymore and running off with someone else.  Why would God permit me to fall in love with a person who would cause me such pain in the long run?”

I am sure that all of you could add your own personal conversations to this list.

The other day, while standing in line at Starbucks, I overheard a new expression of the “why” question.  It went like this: “These people who talk about God and praying…I just don’t get it.  If there is a God worth praying to, then he wouldn’t permit thousands of Haitians to die in a 48-second earthquake.  Why would a good deity allow that kind of widespread tragedy?”

In my own arrogance, I long to be able to answer the “why” question in a way that is succinct, poignant, and reassuring, thereby impressing people with my theological acumen while at the same time putting people back on the right theological track.  I long to be able to fit human suffering into a concise theological equation that validates the comforting axiom that everything happens for a reason.  The fact of the matter, however, is that this humble preacher is as ill-equipped to answer the “why” question as anybody else in the world.

The narrative that I endeavor to preach, after all—the Scripture of the Old and New Testaments—never provides its readers with a detailed theodicean apologetic.  In the Old Testament, for example, the man named Job never receives an answer to his impassioned “why” in the midst of his hardship. The man named Abraham is never pacified with an explanation of the divine mandate to sacrifice his son (a mandate that is eventually rescinded, but not forgotten).  In the New Testament, Jesus offers to us no elaborate explanation of why poverty exists, why leprosy seems to have the upper hand, or why the journey to salvation must include a sickening cross.
All that Scripture offers to us concerning our “why” questions is a cryptic affirmation that God’s thoughts are not our thoughts and that God’s ways are not our ways (Isaiah 55:8), which can hardly be described as a satisfactory explanation for a cancer diagnosis or a Haitian earthquake.

And yet, while Scripture stubbornly refuses to answer the “why” questions related to human suffering, Scripture does place before us the strangely unsettling image of a weeping and suffering Christ.  We find him weeping over the sin and brokenness of Jerusalem. We find him weeping over the death of his dear friend Lazarus.  We find him breaking and bleeding on that Roman instrument of death called the cross.

Such images are significantly more than theological masochism designed to titillate the sensibilities of future generations.  Rather, if we believe that Jesus represents the fullness of God’s self-disclosure (and I do), then the image of a weeping and suffering Christ is nothing less than a stark and worldview-altering revelation of the very character of God.  To put it in the simplest of terms, if Jesus represents the fullness of God’s self-disclosure, then a weeping and suffering Christ means a weeping and suffering God.

Not a God who remains at a safe observational distance, orchestrating and micromanaging human suffering for the purpose of testing our mettle.  Not a stoic God who refuses to be moved by the tragic segments of the human pilgrimage.  Not a coldhearted and emotionally hardened deity who capriciously dispenses rewards and punishments—“Here, let’s see how those Haitian people deal with this!”

Not that kind of God.

Instead, the blood and tears of Christ bear witness to a God who is so thoroughly invested in humankind’s journey that the divine heart actually has the capacity to break to the point of weeping; a God who has poured himself so thoroughly into the human condition that he cannot prevent himself from breaking where we break, bleeding where we bleed, weeping where we weep; a God who loves us with such a wild and profligate love that he takes every portion of human suffering personally, receiving it into himself in such a way that human and divine teardrops commingle in a mind-boggling relational intimacy.

And, according to Scripture, that’s not even the best part.

The best part is that God refuses to allow death and suffering to have the final word to speak.  When the weeping is finished, when God and the people of God have wept for long enough, God goes to work in transformationally redemptive fashion, thereby ensuring that the weeping gives way to resurrection.

I probably don’t have to tell you that Scripture is replete with resurrectional experiences: the people of Israel finding new hope and new life in their Egyptian captivity; Lazarus coming forth; the church in Acts moving from Stephen’s martyrdom to newfound evangelical fervor; Jesus of Nazareth walking out of a tomb that could not contain him.  When we dare to move beneath the surface level of these resurrectional experiences, we find the beating heart of a God who seems to specialize in bringing new life out of certain death—a God who loves to grab hold of despair for the purpose of transforming it into hope; who loves to grab hold of tragedy for the purpose of transforming it into an opportunity for sacrificial ministry; who loves to grab hold of brokenness for the purpose of initiating a powerful movement toward wholeness.

None of this, of course, implies a twisted system of cause and effect.  That is to say, we need not believe that God’s way is to CAUSE an earthquake as a means to some redemptive end.  Such a methodology would make no theological sense to the heart of a God who weeps so easily and deeply.

But, in the mysterious and often inexplicable progression of the human journey, when a tragedy does occur, our comfort and hope are to be found, not in the answering of the “why” question, but in the revealed nature of our weeping and resurrecting God, whose intimacy and vulnerability enable him to weep and whose creative grace enables him to redeem and resurrect.

Please do not interpret this post as a theological sidestep.  Believe me, I would still like to have an answer to the “why” question in the aftermath of the earthquake in Haiti.  But, in light of the fact that the “why” of such an earthquake is nothing short of inscrutable, I am compelled to consider the possibility that the more significant and urgent question to ponder is “where?”  More specifically, where is God when a catastrophic earthquake occurs and when hundreds of thousands of lives are suddenly lost?  That is a question that we CAN answer, and the answer is this:

God is right there, in the heart of Port-au-Prince and the surrounding towns.  God is right there, in the thick of it all, feeling the pain of every death, sharing the pain of every tear. Because that is who God is.  Intimate.  Personal.  Vulnerable.  Emotional.  Incarnational. Wounded.  Crucified.

And, when the weeping stops for a while, God will still be right there, gradually but steadily leading a devastated people into a new season of hope and redemption—leading people out of death into new life.

That, too, is who God is.
URGENT NEED FOR HEALTH KITS AND SCHOOL KITS FOR HAITI

To donate to UMCOR's Haiti Relief efforts make out checks to UMCOR with "Advance #418325 Haiti Emergency" in the memo line.  Put the check in your church offering plate or mail it to: UMCOR, PO Box 9068, New York, NY 10087.   Donations to UMCOR can also be made directly online:  Haiti Emergency, UMCOR Advance #418325. The entire amount of each gift will be used to help the people of Haiti.

SCHOOL KIT

	Packing sequence
	Item description
	Notes

	
	
	

	1
	1 cloth bag with handles (14” x 16”)
	See instructions on reverse of this sheet

	2
	1 pair of blunt scissors (rounded tips)
	

	3
	200-350 sheets of ruled paper (8½” x 11” or 8” x 10½”)
	Acceptable: Wrapped loose leaf (350 sheets max) or 3 spiral-bound notebooks (70 sheets each) or 4 notepads (50 sheets each)

	4
	One 30-centimeter ruler
	NO rubber, thin, or metal-edged rulers

	5
	1 hand-held pencil sharpener
	Must have receptacle for shavings or have two holes.  No small sharpeners that can be swallowed. 

	6
	6 unsharpened pencils with erasers
	No characters, animals, patriotic or promotional designs

	7
	1 eraser (about 2 ½”)
	

	8
	1 box of 24 crayons
	Only a box of 24 ( not some combination to make up 24) check that no crayons are broken


NOTES:

· All items must be NEW items. 

· Remove all items (except paper) from packaging.

· Do NOT include any personal notes, money or additional materials in the kits.
Assembly instructions:

· Place paper long-wise in bottom of cloth bag.  Ruler will fit diagonally on top of paper.  Add all other items.

· Fold bag in half and tuck handles for shipment.
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For School Kit Bag

USE HEAVY DUTY FABRIC
(not lightweight)

19 INCHES

Cut 2 pieces of cloth
156" x 19"
allowing 1/2" for seams
on sides and bottom
and 2 1/2" on top

This will give the required
l finished size 14" x 16"

School Kit Bag Pattern

For
Handles

cut?2
Pieces
4'x23"




NOTES:

· Handles should be attached on the “tall” side of the bag (14” wide by 16” tall).

· An optional closure for the bag can be made from Velcro®, snap or button. 
· No characters, animals, promotional or patriotic designs on the fabric.
Health Kits for Haiti

Can you help out by providing materials for a Health Kit that can be sent to Haiti?  This would be a good opportunity for you to personally assist in the disaster response, without leaving New Castle.  We will have a box in the Narthex beginning Sunday, January 24.  If you can only provide a few items, place them in the box and we will use them to complete a kit.

Health Kit Items Value: $12 per kit

Place these items inside a resealable one-gallon plastic bag.

· 1 hand towel (15" x 25" up to 17" x 27", No kitchen towels) 

· 1 washcloth 

· 1 comb (large and sturdy, not pocket-sized) 

· 1 nail file or fingernail clippers (no emery boards or toenail clippers) 

· 1 bath-size bar of soap (3 oz. and up) 

· 1 toothbrush (single brushes only in original wrapper, No child-size brushes) 

· 6 adhesive plastic strip sterile bandages 

· $1.00 to purchase toothpaste 
(NOTE: UMCOR Sager Brown is now purchasing toothpaste in bulk to be added to health kits before shipping to ensure that the product does not expire before they are sent.) 

Important Kit Assembly Information 
· All items included in kits must be NEW items.  

· All emergency kits are carefully planned to make them usable in the greatest number of situations. Since strict rules often govern product entry into international countries, it is important that kits contain only the requested items-nothing more. 

· Do NOT include any personal notes, money or additional materials in the kits. These things must be painstakingly removed and will delay the shipment. 

The Eastbrook Mission Barn will accept individual items for use in assembling kits at the Barn.  For example, donors could sew cloth bags for the School Kits without including the other items.
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Jonathan Fehl

2/8

Sang Choi

2/13

Bill Starr

2/14

Gary Grau

2/18

John Smith

2/22

Spouses


Carol Lewis

2/10

Happy Anniversary to…
Bonnie & Bruce Judy 

2/11

If we missed your birthday or anniversary, please call or email the District Office, we would like to celebrate your special day with you!

s 
The hymn exclaims, “This is the day of new beginnings,” and it is- not only is this the beginning of a new year, but a way of communicating the District, Conference and Church-wide news. As we have been mentioning for the last several months (and requesting email addresses), our District newsletter becomes E-News with this issue. Obviously, YOU are receiving this communication, but there may be some others who will not (retirees and local church leaders). If you know a retiree, or church leader who desires the E-News, we would appreciate it if you would encourage them to send their email to the District office (Washington.District@wpaumc.org), or make “hard copies” and pass one along to them.

District events and dates are now available on the Conference website! You can find them listed at

http://www.wpaumc.org/districts/detail/33 under “Upcoming Events”, or by visiting the calendar at the conference

website, and narrowing the search by district (select Washington from the drop-down menu).

The new WPA conference website gives the District Offices more control and direct input. The individual district websites will be phased out, possibly in a month or so. This will mean that all information, forms, district web pages, and more will all be accessed from the Conference website (www.wpaumc.org), in place of the old Washington District webpage.

*Check out our new feature on our webpages!  You can now submit information about your church, etc.

Follow this link to submit information in any of the areas below. http://wpaumc.org/pages/detail/1780
· Submit a Classified Ad

· Submit an Event for the Calendar

· Submit a Newsletter

· Submit an Obituary

· Submit an "It Worked For Us" Story

· Submit a "Faith in Action" Story


Submit a News Story (coming soon) 

Submit a Volunteer Opportunity (coming soon) 

 

While you are on the site..............browse around to see everything that is happening in our district(s) and WPA Conference.

Our new district website can be accessed by going to ...........http://wpaumc.org/ ............choose district from the left side bar....then from the map choose your district. 

 

We have included a very robust search tool.  Please use the search bar if looking for a specific item.

We have put a lot of time and energy into these sites............hope you find it easy to navigate!  Enjoy!!!!!!!

 

Feel free to let us know if you have any questions or suggestions. We are excited about these new changes…so stay tuned!

Complete your statistical reports by January 30, 2010!


While none of us may approach statistical reports with a spirit of enthusiasm, they are an important portion of the administrative accountability in which we live. 

Please be diligent and disciplined about making certain that the statistical reports are accurately completed to the best of your ability for your church or charge by January 30th. 

The reports are available in the “forms” section of the conference website (www.wpaumc.org). You must use your church Username and Password, which are the same as last year. Don’t hesitate to call the District Office if you need help with that information, or have any questions. 

These reports are instrumental in the calculation of your mission share. They are also instrumental in helping us to practice good stewardship in the ministry that we offer together. 

Please go online and complete as soon as possible, but no later than Saturday, January 30th, 2010
2009 AUDIT REPORT--DUE MARCH 2,  2010
It’s that time of year to do the audit report.  The Audit Report form is downloadable from the Conference web page, www.wpaumc.org, under FORMS.  If needed, a hard copy can be obtained from the District Office.  Audits are due at the District office by Mar. 2nd.  Please activate your Audit Committee to complete their work. 

Training for Pastor-Parish and Staff-Parish Relations Committees 
of the Washington District

Led by our district superintendent, Eric Park, this training will be an informal, conversational, and illuminating examination of the nature of the ministry of the Pastor/Staff Relations Committee and its important responsibilities in the life of the church.  It is designed to be a refresher course for experienced S/PPRC members and a helpful introduction for new committee members.  There will be two IDENTICAL training sessions offered (choose the one that’s most convenient):

-Saturday, January 30, 2010 at Union Roads in Finleyville, PA 

3687 Finleyville-Elrama Road  Gastonville, PA 15336

(10:00 AM until Noon)

-Saturday, February 6, 2010 at Waynesburg First UMC in Waynesburg, PA

122 North Richhill Street  Waynesburg, PA 15370

(10:00 AM until Noon)

There is no cost for these events (except for the investment of your time) and no pre-registration needed.  ALL PASTOR/STAFF PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE MEMBERS ARE INVITED AND ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND ONE OF THE SESSIONS.

Healthy Church Finances District Days
Washington District - Tuesday, March 09, 2010
	Trinity McMurray UMC

	530 Center Church Rd.

	McMurray, PA 15317-3598


Starts 6:15

6:15 Registration

6:30 Opening Worship and a word from District Superintendent

7:00 Breakout Classes:
Treasurer:

Pat Morris

Trustees:

Bill Jacka and Church Mutual Insurance

Stewardship:

Fred Leasure and Joe Reasinger

Credit Score:

Patti Columbe

Statistical Rep:
John Wilson  

Class description for Healthy Church Finance Events

Treasurers : 
New Finance and Admin. Website; Mission Share interpretation information; New Treasurer’s manual; Questions/Answers.  Leader: Pat Morris – Conference Treasurer

Trustees:
Safety Issues – come and here reports of churches in your district that have completed the Church Mutual safety audit; Parsonage:  New parsonage guide, inspection issues; Trustee guide; Accessibility issues. Leaders: Bill Jacka, Church Mutual Staff         

Stewardship:
“Why People Give” - A comprehensive look at factors that both encourage and discourage giving as well as practical suggestion for congregations to respond.  Leaders:  Staff and Board Members of The United Methodist Foundation

Credit Score:
What is a credit score and how does it affect your financial well being?; The importance of your credit score, how to improve it, how to get copies and how to correct errors.  Leader:  Patti Columbe, CEO Keystone United Methodist Federal Credit Union

Statistical
Yes, help is available for those of you that must complete these reports; Information on these

  Reports: 
forms and answers to questions regarding the forms.  Leaders:  District staff
.



Board of
This breakout will present Conference Board of Pension topics relating to health care, future

 Pensions:
legislation and much more. Leaders:  Members of the Conference Board of Pensions

Also available at the registration area:  Media Resource Library – Emma Smith

ALL CHURCH MEMBERS ARE WELCOME TO COME AND ATTEND ANY CLASS.

Other Healthy Church Finance Event Locations:
Thursday, March 11, 2010
6:15 p.m.
Connellsville Dist
Uniontown:Calvary UMC
Thursday, March 25, 2010
6:15 p.m.
Greensburg District
Holiday Park UMC
Tuesday, April 20, 2010
6:15 p.m.
Pittsburgh District
St. Pauls UMC
DISTRICT CONFERENCE WILL BE SUNDAY AFTERNOON, APRIL 25TH.  LET YOUR CHURCH LEADERS KNOW AND PLAN NOW TO ATTEND.
Mark Your Calendars Now!

“The Gathering”

A Monthly Time of Worship and Fellowship for the

Laity and Clergy of the Washington District
Dynamic preaching!

Vibrant music!

Fervent prayer!

Abundant friendship!

Spiritual transformation!

The monthly Gathering is an excellent opportunity for the people of the Washington District to come together for the purpose of rendering the very best of their praise and thanksgiving to a God who deserves nothing less than that!  Our prayer is that through The Gathering, the Holy Spirit will lead us into a deeper experience of both Christ-centered community and Christ-honoring worship.

The next Gathering  will be on 

Sunday, February 21, 7:00 P.M., at “Jeremiah’s.”  

“Jeremiah’s” is a beautiful banquet hall located on the second floor above Jumper’s Junction restaurant, right beside CONSOL Park (where the Wild Things Play).  Here is the address for “Jeremiah’s”:  2111 North Franklin Drive  Washington, PA 15301

Eric Park will offer the ministry of preaching at the Gathering on February 21.  Tara Park and others will offer the ministry of music.  Members of the Washington District Board of Laity will offer the ministry of worship leadership. 

JOIN US FOR WHAT PROMISES TO BE A GREAT NIGHT OF WORSHIP!

Dates for upcoming Gatherings:

Sunday, February 21—7:00 PM

Sunday, March 21—7:00 PM

Sunday, April 11—7:00 PM

Sunday, May 16—7:00 PM
Healthy Leadership Event 

Healthy churches have healthy leaders! What makes a healthy leader? How do we maintain balance--of mind, body, spirit--of the personal with the professional--of being and doing? What resources and inspires a leader so that he/she is resourceful and inspirational? 

These regional events will highlight the habits of healthy leaders and offer practical resources for developing congregational leaders that, by example, will discover the joy of mentoring other disciples into leaders. 

The details: 
$12 per person. Pay online or at the door. You can register online, then pay at the door.   For online registration and more information, find the event on the calendar online at www.wpaumc.org. 

Dates & Locations: 
February 20 in Franklin 

March 27 in Stoystown 

April 18 in Brookville 

May 23 in McMurray 

Bishop and Clergy Winter Retreat

Bishop Bickerton’s visit with the clergy this year will again be a joint event with the Washington and Greensburg Districts.  We will meet February 23-24, 2010 at the Jumonville.  NOTE: This is a different location than the previous clergy retreats.  Please R.S.V.P. by Wednesday, 17, 2010
The event begins in the afternoon on the 23rd and concludes after lunch and worship on the 24th.  The cost is $75, which includes double/triple occupancy accommodations in Washington Lodge and the Inn.  Three meals and linens are included in that price as well.  ($21.00 – if you must return home at night) If you would like to request a particular roommate, please indicate on the form below.  Assignments will be similar to those in previous years.

Financial aid is available through Continuing Education fund and applications can be downloaded on the Conference website.  Please send your money now – don’t wait for the money from the Conference.  Also, this is an expense that you can submit to your Reimbursable Account at your church.

All appointed clergy are expected to attend.

First day schedule: TENTATIVE

2:00 pm
Registration

4:00 

Opening Worship

Bishop's Presentation

5:30

Dinner

7:30

Evening Presentation – 

Bishop, Devotion

9:00 

Break and Informal Discussion

Second Day

7:30 am
Breakfast

8:30

Worship

9:00

Bishop's Presentation

Communion

12:00 p.m.
Lunch

1:00 
Closing Questions/Reflections 

2:00 

Departure

If you will not be able to participate in the February retreat there are other dates and locations to choose below.  Please call the District Office of the host district to find out how to register. All appointed clergy are expected to attend one event.

January 12 – 13
Indiana & Kane

February 11 – 12
Johnstown & Connellsville

April 12 – 13

Erie-Meadville & Franklin

May 25 – 26

Pittsburgh & Butler

Registration is to be completed online at www.wpaumc.org. Directions to do this are at the end of this form.

Send ALL registration payments directly to the Washington District Office.  Please do not contact the Greensburg District Office or the Retreat Center.  This will only delay your registration.  Detach form and send with your check for $75 made out to Washington District, 29 North College Street, Washington, Pa  15301.  Please R.S.V.P. by Wednesday, February 17, 2010. 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

PASTOR NAME ______________________________________ CHURCH ____________________________

ROOMMATE REQUEST (if desired) ___________________________________________

SPECIAL NEEDS (if any) ___________________________________________________________________

Instructions - How to register for an event on the Internet.

1. Go to the Conference website – www.wpaumc.org
2. On the left side of the screen, the 2nd box down is labeled “Quick Links” 

3. Click on  “Event Registration”

4. On the blue bar across the middle of the screen labeled “Event Type,” click on  “District”

5. Under the blue “Event Type” bar is  “View Type,” click on  “List”

6. Select “Washington” from drop down menu listing districts

7. Find the event in the chronological list and click on it. (Bishop's Overnight Retreat - Washington & Greensburg Districts)

8. Select “Register for this event”

9. Follow the directions on each screen.  

10. A confirmation email will be sent to you.

11. Send payment to: Washington District, 29 North College Street, Washington, PA  15301
If any church is planning to hold a Palm Sunday Men’s Breakfast, please call Ed Weise, the District United Methodist Men Chairperson at 724-745-1288.

CLERGY TAX SEMINAR
Learn about the latest changes to tax law and their specific implications for clergy. Tax laws related to housing allowance, mileage reimbursement, accountable reimbursement plans and other clergy issues will be discussed. 
Frederick H. Leasure, CFRE, Executive Director of the United Methodist Foundation, and a recognized leader in the area of Clergy taxes will conduct the seminar on Wednesday February 3, 2010 at Dutilh UMC Cranberry Twp. Check in will be at 9:30 am and the session will run from 10:00 am - 3:00 pm. 

Registration fee is $35.00 and spouses are welcome at no extra charge. Materials and refreshments will be provided. Lunch is on your own. Continuing Education Units are available.

Register before the January 27th deadline by going to our website www.umfoundation.org and using the EVENTS REGISTRATION FORM or call 800-743-2128.
Certified Lay Minister Retreats 
Retreats will be held in Cranberry Twp. At either the Conference Center or Dutilh Church. Locations will be announced in January. Dates for the retreats will be March 5-6th and May 21-22nd. Both are Friday and Saturday events. Participants must be present at both programs to complete CLM training. Cost for both will be $250, which includes registration, materials, and room/board. All registrations must be received by Feb. 7, 2010. Registration applications or questions regarding the CLM program should be made to the Rev. Pat Nelson at (724) 946-8486 or pastorpat.nw@zoominternet.net.
The 2010 Bible Reading Guide from the Pennsylvania Bible Society is still available at the District Office. The reading guide can be picked up in person 29 S. College Street, Washington or shipped at your expense. To learn more contact Jan in the District Office at Washington.District@wpaumc.org or call 724-225-6632.  To learn more about the Pennsylvania Bible Society, go to www.pabible.org.

SPARK Youth Retreat

2/26/2010

Starts 5:00pm

Ends 12:00pm

Regular registration from January 20, 2010 through February 12, 2010.  If you register after February 12, 2010 you may have to book your own hotel room.  

All prices include breakfast and lunch on Saturday and breakfast on Sunday, all programming, and housing at the hotel.  Dinner on Saturday is on your own.

A deposit of $50.00 is required for registration.
Housing:  If you do NOT write down a roommate during registration, a roommate will be chosen for you.  Adults and youth can NOT room together.

Everyone Attending SPARK 2010 must bring a completed Medical Release/Covenant form with them to the event.

Check out the SPARK brochure!

Coordinator:Renaye Hoffman

Coordinator Email:youth@wpaumc.org
Licensing School for 2010 
Candidates which have been recommended by the District Committee on Ministry will have two opportunities to enroll in licensing school in the coming year. The Commuter School will be in Cranberry Twp from April 16th through May 15th. Participants will be required to stay Friday/Saturday at the beginning and conclusion of the Commuter School. Cost will be $350, which includes registration, materials, and room/board. The other option will be a Residential Program to be held at Olmsted Manor from August 20-29th. Cost for this event will be $950 which covers room/board at Olmsted, registration and materials. Applications for either program will be provided to candidates when they have been recommended by the DCOM.

CONTINUING EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES 
General Board of Discipleship is sponsoring a Wesley Pilgrimage In England, May 11-21, 2010. Pilgrimage leaders are: Dr. Paul Chilcote, Dr. Steven Manskar, Rev. Anita Wood and Dr. Tim Macquiban. You can register for this 3-CEU event by visiting www.bbod.org/WesleyPilgrimage. 

Leaders’ Intensive Version at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary - Sponsored by World Mission Initiative, August 15-21, 2010.  Join with pastors and church leaders as we spend one week deeply considering God’s mission for the church. This one week offers the full Perspectives class with challenging content, inspiring teaching, time for fellowship, and cross-cultural excursions in Pittsburgh! Pittsburgh Theological Seminary (PTS) is offering online courses as well as lectures, concerts and trips. For a complete list of their offerings, contact PTS at www.pts.edu/pneuma. 

Penna. State Pastors Conference- November 9-11, 2010 (see details elsewhere in the Newsletter).

Methodist Theological School in Ohio announces a National Competition. The Harding Scholarship, Full tuition plus $10,000 annual stipend. Requirements: Nomination by a judicatory official, undergraduate faculty member or undergraduate chaplain, Application and acceptance in one of these MTSO master‘s degree programs: Master of Divinity, Master of Arts in Counseling Ministries, Master of Arts in Christian Education, Master of Theology Studies, A qualifying essay, A minimum undergraduate GPA of 3.60 on a 4.00 scale, For finalists, attendance at interviews February 15-16, 2010 on the MTSO campus. 

Apply at www.mtso.edu/harding. Deadline is February 1, 2010. 

Workers’ comp coverage essential for your ministry
Can your worship center withstand a $1.3 million workers’ compensation claim filed by an employee? 

That’s what happened a few years back in California when a secretary at a Southern Baptist church tripped and fell on carpeting, knocking out her hip prosthesis. Three surgeries later, that’s what her bill totaled. 

Whether it has two employees or 200, your worship center needs workers’ compensation insurance. 

It only takes one accident to have tragic economic and emotional consequences. 

Consider the case of a United Methodist church in Minnesota. Its 60-year-old, part-time custodian was cutting a tree limb when it sprang back and knocked him from a ladder to the ground. He suffered permanent paralysis and Church Mutual paid more than $700,000. 

In 2008, Church Mutual received more than 4,600 workers’ compensation claims from customers across the nation. 

By far the highest percentage of accidents (37.8 percent) were the result of a slip, trip or fall. Next in line was strains at 24.4 percent. 

Almost all states require worship centers to carry workers’ compensation insurance. Even in the few states where it isn’t a requirement, benefits must still be paid. Failure to pay can lead to fines and other costly legal action. 

Benefits available in most states include:

· Wage loss — Typically at 66.7 percent subject to a maximum and a minimum. 

· Medical payments — Usually provided without dollar or time limits. 

· Rehabilitation — Usually covers both medical and vocational rehab for severe disabilities. 

· Survivor benefits for fatalities — Usually includes a burial allowance and a portion of the employee’s former weekly wages. 
Check out this and other insurance information on Church Mutual’s winter newsletter at http://www.churchmutual.com/riskreporter/index.php?id=35

For Immediate Release:  Smith Center grateful for 2009 Blessings.

Date:  January 15, 2010

Contact:  Wendy Stanko, Executive Director  

814-968-3238

The Ruth M. Smith Center enters 2010 still counting their blessings from 2009.  Local generosity, community support, and the support of the Western Pa. Conference of the United Methodist Church has allowed the Ruth M. Smith Center to continue providing their programs.    These programs include a State Licensed Personal Care Home and a State Licensed Preschool.  Both programs are licensed and inspected by the Pennsylvania Department of Public Welfare.  Both programs came through the inspections with flying colors and full licenses issued on the spot.

Every nook and cranny is full at the Ruth M. Smith Center.  Our personal care home is at capacity with 25 residents, and  the Preschool is bursting with 31 students.  We are also home to the Ecumenical Community Food Pantry, the Sheffield Head Start, and the community gymnasium.  We are lucky as the community values our programs, our employees and they support us at every turn.

2009 saw a new roof put on the Mansion.  This was no small accomplishment as we were replacing the original slate roof.  Thanks to grants from the Community Foundation of Warren and the General Board of Global Ministries we were able to replace the roof at no cost to the Center.  We were also blessed with a twelve passenger van from Cloe United Methodist Church.  This has made outings much easier and enjoyable for the residents.

An even greater accomplishment was ending 2009 with no bills in the drawer.  We look forward to serving our clients and the community in 2010.  We appreciate your support and value your input.  Happy New year from the Ruth M. Smith Center.

A VERY SPECIAL “THANK YOU” TO

MIKAYLA MIRICH

FROM CANONSBURG FIRST UMC!!!

Inspired to help her church to pay its mission share, young Mikayla Mirich dreamed up the “Turkey Feather Project.”  Through the selling of turkey feathers in her church, community, and family, Mikayla raised $4,690, all of which went to her church’s mission share for 2009.

Mikayla has inspired all of us with her creativity, her love for the church’s ministry, and her unwavering belief that mission share is still a vitally important part of the ministry of God’s church.

We thank God for Mikayla, her parents (Tracy and Peter), and the congregation of Canonsburg First UMC.

I am starting a project to help in a SMALL way in Haiti.  Mine is called "OPERATION 'CRUTCH'".  An acronym for "Crutch Recycling Used To Comfort Humanity".

This idea came to me because after my husband's ankle operation, the insurance company wouldn't take any crutches back.   So, like myself, I started to think that there were surely other households that had used crutches in their basement and attic and garages, just collecting dust.

Now that there are so many vehicles being used to transport supplies to Haiti, I am putting OPERATION CRUTCH in to full swing.  I have two possible contacts for distribution to Haiti.

Please let me know if you would like to contribute your used crutches to this worthwhile SMALL effort to help out the Earthquake survivors.  Collection will begin in my home garage.

Patti Dellovade
201 Cherry Hill Drive, Presto, PA 15142, (Bridgeville Area of Pittsburgh), 412-994-0740, pdello@comcast.net
Church Pianist Desperately Needed!

John Wesley UM Church

35 Central Avenue

Washington, PA  15301
Can you help us or know of someone who can?

John Wesley UMC had been without a pianist for the past four months.  We desperately need a pianist for our 11 AM Sunday Worship.

Our first choice naturally is to have the same [pianist each Sunday.  Compensation negotiable.

However, if no on is able to commit for each Sunday, we welcome the opportunity to have a schedule by Sundays of the pianists who will play.  As pastor, I will let the scheduled pianist know the hymns and music needed prior to the Sunday worship service.

Please make this a matter of prayer.  It is important to the future of John Wesley United Methodist Church.

Let me hear from you if you have any suggestions or for further questions.

Harold L. Knappenberger, Jr.  -  Pastor – 724-223-8487

	Church Name
	2009 Mission Share
	2009 Mission Share Received
	Percent

	Allenport  
	$1,980
	$750
	38%

	Amity  
	$3,601
	$1,618
	45%

	Avery  
	$15,011
	$14,260
	95%

	Beallsville  
	$5,018
	$4,500
	90%

	Bentleyville  
	$9,868
	$7,401
	75%

	Bethany  
	$1,159
	$1,159
	100%

	Bobtown  
	$3,320
	$3,320
	100%

	Bridgeville  
	$21,523
	$21,523
	100%

	California  
	$15,734
	$8,760
	56%

	Canonsburg 
	$18,294
	$10,664
	58%

	Carmichaels  
	$18,367
	$18,367
	100%

	Centerville   
	$6,176
	$6,501
	105%

	Central Highlands   
	$48,584
	$48,584
	100%

	Clairton  
	$12,724
	$2,049
	16%

	Claughton  
	$4,084
	$4,084
	100%

	Claysville  
	$11,191
	$11,191
	100%

	Crossroads  
	$134,252
	$134,252
	100%

	Davidson  
	$3,244
	$3,252
	100%

	Dunlevy  
	$1,614
	$1,345
	83%

	Edwards Chapel  
	$4,525
	$4,525
	100%

	Eldersville  
	$5,036
	$1,710
	34%

	Elizabeth  
	$17,733
	$17,733
	100%

	Elrama  
	$4,512
	$450
	10%

	Fairall  
	$4,648
	$4,648
	100%

	Fairmount  
	$7,600
	$3,260
	43%

	Fairview  
	$2,266
	$2,266
	100%

	Fawcett  
	$4,689
	$4,689
	100%

	Federal  
	$3,690
	$816
	22%

	Fordyce  
	$544
	$544
	100%

	Fredericktown  
	$7,306
	$0
	0%

	Glassport  
	$6,060
	$4,000
	66%

	Grace  
	$32,388
	$32,388
	100%

	Grandview  
	$1,717
	$900
	52%

	Greenock  
	$16,808
	$5,008
	30%

	Houston  
	$7,534
	$7,653
	102%

	Howe  
	$1,483
	$1,483
	100%

	Jefferson Avenue   
	$14,935
	$14,935
	100%

	Jefferson  
	$7,661
	$7,661
	100%

	John Wesley  
	$2,764
	$921
	33%

	Jollytown  
	$931
	$931
	100%

	Kent's Chapel
	$1,919
	$1,919
	100%

	Liberty  
	$8,550
	$8,550
	100%

	Mapletown  
	$7,299
	$7,299
	100%

	Marianna  
	$2,248
	$2,253
	100%

	McDonald  
	$5,807
	$5,834
	100%

	Meadow Lands  
	$7,290
	$7,322
	100%

	Midway  
	$3,259
	$3,259
	100%

	Monongahela  
	$19,938
	$16,270
	82%

	Mount Calvary  
	$1,169
	$1,364
	117%

	Mount Morris  
	$4,855
	$4,855
	100%

	Mt Pleasant (Mon) 
	$805
	$805
	100%

	Mt Pleasant  
	$2,894
	$3,133
	108%

	Mount Tabor  
	$498
	$0
	0%

	Mt Zion 
	$3,904
	$3,904
	100%

	Nebo  
	$1,626
	$1,626
	100%

	Nineveh  
	$4,651
	$3,300
	71%

	Noblestown  
	$4,905
	$4,905
	100%

	Oak View 
	$11,849
	$11,849
	100%

	Pine Bank  
	$1,233
	$1,233
	100%

	Pine Run  
	$18,167
	$18,167
	100%

	Pleasant Hill  
	$1,112
	$1,112
	100%

	Rices Landing  
	$2,367
	$1,767
	75%

	Rogersville  
	$4,716
	$4,391
	93%

	Roscoe  
	$4,041
	$4,044
	100%

	Saint Pauls  
	$2,227
	$2,227
	100%

	Scenery Hill  
	$2,676
	$2,676
	100%

	Speers  
	$9,616
	$5,600
	58%

	Spraggs  
	$3,107
	$3,107
	100%

	Taylor  
	$6,038
	$2,000
	33%

	Taylortown  
	$1,408
	$1,408
	100%

	Throckmorton  
	$1,962
	$1,050
	54%

	Trinity  
	$39,255
	$39,255
	100%

	Union Roads  
	$11,744
	$6,000
	51%

	Union Valley  
	$3,947
	$3,947
	100%

	Valley Chapel  
	$1,424
	$1,424
	100%

	Valley Chapel  
	$1,446
	$1,446
	100%

	Washington 1st  
	$25,328
	$17,508
	69%

	Washington St.  
	$3,254
	$3,254
	100%

	Waynesburg 1st 
	$19,625
	$19,625
	100%

	West Alexander  
	$11,179
	$2,460
	22%

	West Elizabeth  
	$5,450
	$526
	10%

	W. Washington  
	$10,356
	$10,356
	100%

	Wrights  
	$9,696
	$9,701
	100%

	Zion  
	$4,437
	$4,500
	101%

	Zollarsville  
	$1,727
	$1,727
	100%


























