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Perceptions from a Pewboy
(offered by a superintendent to the people with whom he journeys)


Eric will be on vacation June 19 – August 1.
Greensburg District Superintendent William Meekins will provide coverage during this time..  If you have an emergency and need to reach him, contact information is below:
Greensburg District Office – 724-863-5673
Cell Phone – 412-638-0123
Email - wbmeekinsj@aol.com


A Seminar on the Discipline of Preaching For the People of the Washington District

The Evocative word:  
Preaching that Inspires and Calls Forth

This dialogical seminar, facilitated by Eric Park, is open to all clergy and laity who are interested in deepening their skills in a practice that is nothing short of foundational in the Church’s ministry—the discipline of preaching.

When:  Saturday, August 21, 9:00 A.M. until Noon

Where:  First United Methodist Church of Washington, PA (29 North College Street, Washington, PA 15301)

Who Is Invited:  All clergy and laity who want to grow in their understanding and practice of preaching 

What Does It Cost:  Nothing but the investment of your time

Do I Need to Make a Reservation: Yes (just so that we have an idea of how many people to expect).  Please reserve your spot by contacting the Washington District Office by phone (724-225-6632) or by e-mail: (washington.district@wpaumc.org).

Join us as together we grow in our proclamation of the Word.

“The Gathering”
A Monthly Time of Worship and Fellowship for the
Laity and Clergy of the Washington District
Dynamic preaching!  Vibrant music!  Fervent prayer!  
Abundant friendship!  Spiritual transformation!

The next Gathering is Sunday, September 19, 7:00 P.M., at “Jeremiah’s.”  
“Jeremiah’s” is a beautiful banquet hall located on the second floor above Jumper’s Junction restaurant, right beside CONSOL Park (where the Wild Things Play).  Here is the address for “Jeremiah’s”:    
2111 North Franklin Drive Washington, PA 15301

Eric Park will offer the ministry of preaching at the Gathering on September 19.  Tara Park and others will offer the ministry of music.  ALSO…the September 19th Gathering will include a very special time of welcome and prayer for the newly-appointed pastors and pastoral families of the Washington District.  
JOIN US FOR WHAT PROMISES TO BE A GREAT NIGHT OF WORSHIP!

Dates for upcoming Gatherings:
-Sunday, September 19—7:00 PM
-Sunday, October 17—7:00 PM (Bishop Thomas Bickerton will preach)
Sunday, November 21—7:00 PM 







Hello from the new kid on the block!

I would like to thank all of you for your welcoming and encouraging words and gifts of kindness.  I will need and greatly appreciate your patience as I gain understanding of Conference and District procedures, committees and timelines, as well as all of your names and locations.  I look forward to meeting and working with all of you.  I am excited to discover what the LORD, through HIS SPIRIT, will have us accomplish for HIS people!
May HIS SPIRIT fill each and every one of you,

Collette Hill
Administrative Assistant
Washington District Office   


CELEBRATE!
Pastors								Spouses
Bob Bedison			8/2					Andy Swestyn	8/14
Ed Hammett			8/2					Nancy Hoffman	8/14
[image: j0436367]Steve Cordle			8/7			Renee Pryor		8/22
Tracey Henderson		8/12			Ruthann Bedison   8/31	            
Keith Rieder			8/12
Patty Comini-Miller		8/21			
Ken Peters			8/21
Ernie Deluca			8/28
Bill Heaton  			8/31							
							Children				
							             Joey Fehl	       8/6
								Cassidy Gilligan   8/19
								Nathan Corner   8/23
					Anniversaries


John & Patty Smith			8/1
Ross & Renee Pryor			8/5
Tom & Leah Carr			8/9
Rico & Bobbi Vespa	                      8/10
Judy & Tyrone Winston-Thomas	8/17       		
Keith & Ruth Simmons		8/18
Larry & Cindy Corner	           8/26
Bill & Sara Parker			8/29
Ed & Virginia Hammett                  8/30    Bill & Nancy Starr			8/31


                                    




Please pass this information on to your secretary and anyone that might be sending mail to the District Office.  When mailing a report, general form or notice, please address the item to “Washington District Office”.  That way the mail can be opened and dealt with when Eric is out of town for days on end.  If it is something specifically for Eric, please address the envelope with his name.  Those items are opened only by Eric.  Also, if any Church or parsonage phone numbers or e-mails have been changed due to recent transitions, PLEASE inform the District Office. 



 The Washington District website - http://wpaumc.org/districts/detail/33

Conference website - www.wpaumc.org.  

Conference calendar:  http://www.wpaumc.org/events/calendar

District Calendar: http://www.wpaumc.org/events/calendar?mode=district&district=33&area=All&month=2&year=2010
WASHINGTON
DISTRICT PICNIC
[image: dglxasset[1]] SUNDAY, AUG 29, 2010
PAVILION # 6, MINGO PARK
[image: MP900182752[2]]                 3:00 Registration
4:00 EAT
5:00 Entertainment by “Buttons and Bows” [image: dglxasset[1]][image: dglxasset[2]]
6:00 Music and Vesper Service

Hot Dogs, Drinks, and Place Settings provided

Items to bring:
· Covered dish of your choice
· UMW provide a casserole of baked beans
· Lawn chairs/blanket
· Games (Bag-O, Frisbee, volley ball, etc)

Come and enjoy fellowship with members from other UM Churches in the Washington District.






The Western Pennsylvania Conference of the United Methodist Church will hold a Church Leadership/Finance Training Event for Washington District churches on Tuesday, September 21, 2010 at Washington First Church at 29 N. College Street in Washington, PA.  Registration begins at 6:15 PM and classes start at 6:30 PM.  The following are the class titles:

LOCAL CHURCH TREASURER
PAYROLL TAXES & CLERGY TAX ISSUES
CONDUCTING A LOCAL CHURCH AUDIT
TRUSTEES
SAFE SANCTUARIES
STEWARDSHIP RESOURCES FOR THE HARVEST
HOW TO BUY A HOUSE   

Please call the District Office with the number attending from your church and for class descriptions.               


Dates for Pre-Church Conference Briefings

Wednesday, August 11—10:00 AM until 11:30 AM – Meadowlands UMC
Wednesday, August 18—10:00 AM until 11:30 AM – Washington 1st
	Charge Name
	CHARGE CONFERENCE

	
	

	Avery
	Thursday, October 28 @ 7 PM

	Bentleyville/Houston
	Thursday, October 7 @ 7 PM

	Bobtown/Taylortown/Mt. Pleasant
	Wednesday, September 22 @ 7 PM

	Brave
	Wednesday, October 6 @ 7 PM

	Bridgeville
	Tuesday, November 2 @ 7 PM

	California
	Sunday, October 10 @ 12:00 PM

	Canonsburg/MeadowLands/Fawcett
	Tuesday, November 30 @ 7 PM

	Carmichaels
	Tuesday, November 9 @ 7 PM

	Centerville/Taylor
	Thursday, November 18 @ 7 PM

	Central Highlands
	Tuesday, November 16 @ 7 PM

	Clairton First
	Saturday, September 25 @ 10 AM

	Claysville/Zion
	Tuesday, November 23 @ 7 PM

	Crossroads
	Wednesday, December 1 @ 7 PM

	Crossroads: Associate
	Wednesday, December 1 @ 7 PM

	Eldersville
	Wednesday, September 1 @ 7 PM

	Elizabeth/Boston
	Saturday, December 4 @ 10 AM

	Fairall/Mt Morris
	Saturday, October 30 @ 10 AM

	Fairview/Nebo
	Saturday, September 11 @ 10 AM

	Good Shepherd Charge
	Wednesday, September 29 @ 7 PM

	Grace: Coal Center
	Thursday, November 4 @ 7 PM

	Greater Purpose Team Ministry
	Wednesday, November 3 @ 7 PM

	Greater Purpose Team Ministry
	Wednesday, November 3 @ 7 PM

	Greene Hills/Fairmount
	Tuesday, September 14 @ 7 PM

	Greenock
	Wednesday, November 17 @ 7 PM

	Jackson Community
	Thursday, September 9 @ 7 PM

	Jefferson Ave/W Wash
	Tuesday, September 28 @ 7 PM

	John Wesley
	Thursday, September 23 @ 7 PM

	Jollytown
	Saturday, October 2 @ 10 AM

	Liberty/Amity
	Thursday, October 21 @ 7 PM

	Mapletown/Mount Pleasant
	Tuesday, October 19 @ 7 PM

	Mapletown/Mount Pleasant - Assoc.
	Tuesday, October 19 @ 7 PM

	Midway
	Thursday, September 2 @ 7 PM

	Monongahela Parish
	Wednesday, September 8 @ 7 PM

	Monongahela: First
	Wednesday, October 20 @ 7 PM

	Noblestown/Federal/McDonald
	Wednesday, November 10 @ 7 PM

	Oak View
	Thursday, October 14 @ 7 PM

	Pine Run
	Thursday November 11 @ 7 PM

	Scenery Hill/Davidson
	Saturday, October 9 @ 10 AM

	Speers/Dunlevy
	Saturday, November 13 @ 10 AM

	Trinity
	Thursday, December 2 @ 7 PM

	UM Community Churches
	Saturday, October 23 @ 10 AM

	Union Roads
	Saturday, November 20 @ 10 AM

	Washington: First
	Sunday, November 21 @ 7 PM

	Waynesburg: First
	Wednesday, October 27 @ 7 PM

	West Alexander
	Saturday, September 18 @ 10 AM

	West Elizabeth/Elrama/Glassport
	Wednesday, September 15 @ 7 PM

	Wrights/Edward's Chapel
	Thursday, September 30 @ 7 PM






Greene County United Methodist Hymn Sing 
7:00 PM

August 8, 2010			Mt. Pleasant UMC Monongahela Charge
September 12, 2010		Fairall UMC
October 10, 2010		Kents Chapel UMC
November 14, 2010		Taylortown UMC
December 12, 2010		Mapletown UMC


The 2010 Projecting Hope Film Festival
Now with 2 locations in Pittsburgh!
October 8 - 10, 2010  |  Cranberry Cinemas
October 15 - 17, 2010  |  Waterworks Cinemas 
Free movies, all weekend.  Information coming soon.



WEIGHT LOSS CHALLENGE

Carmichaels First United Methodist Church would like to challenge the churches to a weight loss contest.  

The rules are as follows:
Beginning on September 13, the total weight of your team must be turned in to Rev. Bruce Judy.  Your team members must stay the same for the entire contest which ends May 16.  Each month your team must report its total weight to Carmichaels First UMC.

Each team member shall get sponsors who will give them so much for every pound they lose.  The sponsors will receive an update from the member each month so they can put aside the money which will be collected at the end of the contest.  All monies collected will be donated to “Imagine No Malaria”.  The winning church will receive a trophy and bragging rights.  

How your church team loses weight is up to each church.  CFUMC has already started the weight loss program and we include everyone in the church who wants to lose weight although they may not want to be on the team.  We go for group walks, do swimming pool exercises; have weekly meetings with devotions, prayers, and idea sharing.  Our main goal is to turn our backs on the things of this world starting with food.  We want our desire for food to be a desire for God instead.  Each member has an accountability partner and they contact each other every day to pray and support one another.  The whole group’s contact information has been distributed so that we may encourage one another as often as possible.  The church is praying for all of us to lose weight.  Plans are being made for foul weather exercising such as mall walking and work outs in the fellowship hall.  Excursions such as walking as a group on Browns Trail or Ohio Pyle are being planned as well.  

It is fun, it is exciting, it is holy, and there is hope.  It is for God’s glory and we are doing it in the name of Jesus.  Praise the Lord.

You can contact CFUMC at 724-966-7123.  Bruce Judy can be reached on his cell phone at 724-747-6098.  Please pray for all of us.  Thanks.




REFINER’S FIRE MINISTRIES presents:  FRANK MENHART
Frank Menhart, under the leadership of the Holy Spirit, is bringing a message of Salvation, Hope and Healing to you.  COME & BRING A FRIEND to Zion UMC located at 1080 Rte. 231 N. in Claysville, PA.  August 6th at 6:30 PM, August 7th at 6:00 PM-Hymn sing also, and August 8th at 11:00 AM.

EMOTIONS ANONYMOUS GROUP
Will hold meetings every Monday at 7:30PM at the Church of the Covenant located at 267 E. Beau St., Washington, PA.  For more information, please contact Mary Spiegal at 724-328-3721.



DAY APART AND ANNUAL MEETING  UMW OF CONNELLSVILLE & WASHINGTON DISTRICTS
Jeff Painter & Rev. Larry Homitsky will bless the UMW with their witness and program on Thursday, September 16, 2010 at Jumonville.  Registration deadline is August 31st.  Please contact Mary Hart, Washington District UMW President at 724-785-7976 or twoharts@atlanticbb.net.

CONTINUING EDUCATION EVENTS through Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, 412-924-1345:
Spiritual Leadership:  How to Lead Others with Spiritual Depth, Vision & Skill:  9/19-9/24.
Teaching for Living:  Experiencing Faith Beyond Sunday Mornings:  9/25/10 from 9AM-3PM.
Christian Faith in a Post-Christendom World:  9/27/10 at 11:30AM, 4:15PM, 7:30PM and on
9/28/1- at 11:30AM.

CHURCH TRANSFORMATION LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE
“No one likes to see churches in decline.  Is today the day you decide to do something about it?” The Missouri Annual Conference of the UMC has created and implemented a comprehensive process that is bearing fruit.  Featured speaker, Bob Farr, gives tools for local church, pastoral and lay leadership development.  It is being held at the St.Louis/Church of the Shepherd in St. Charles, MO on September 14th through September 16th.  Call Ken Willard at 636-346-7172 or e-mail him at kwillard@leadershipbasecamp.net for more information and to register for the event.

JOIN UM’S FOR PIRATES GAMES
Enjoy the Pittsburgh Pirates at PNC Park with other United Methodists. August 4th Pirates vs. Cincinnati Reds (12:35pm) Large groups and friends from all UM churches are welcome. Tickets are first-come-first-serve. Payment is due with order. To order, contact Beth Nelson at Beth.Nelson@wpaumc.org OR 800-886-3382 Ext 228 OR UM Center, P.O. Box 5002, Cranberry Twp., Pa 16066

MEADOW LANDS UMC PRESENTS COUNTRY RECORDING ARTIST:  ABBY ABBONDANZA
On Sunday, August 15th at 6:30 PM at Meadow Lands UMC, 535 Pike St., Meadow Lands, PA,
(724) 228-3370.  Tickets are $5.00 and will be available at the door the night of the show or in advance by calling the church or e-mailing:  meadowlandsumchurch@yahoo.com. 

ANNUAL 25 CENT CLOTHING SALE 
At the Jefferson Ave. UMC on Friday, August 13th, 9AM-6PM and on Saturday, August 14th, 9AM-2PM.  Donations of unwanted summer and winter clothing are appreciated.

FLEA MARKET AND BAKE SALE
First UMC of Washington on Friday, September 10th from 9AM-3PM and on Saturday, September 11th, from 9AM-1PM.  Contributions will be accepted for sale beginning on Tuesday, September 7th through Thursday from 9AM-3PM.  THERE WILL NOT BE A CLOTHING SALE. 

YARD SALE
Sale is being held at the First UMC in Waynesburg on Saturday, September 11th from 8 AM-1 PM.

NATIONAL BIBLE BEE
Age Divisions:  7-10, 11-14 and 15-18.  The Greene Co. local Bible Bee will take place on August 28th at the 1st Assembly of God, 4131 West Roy Furman Highway in Waynesburg.  The top 100 in each age group (nationwide) will advance to the National’s in Schaumburg, IL.  For more information, contact Christine Miller at 724-592-6263 or go to www.biblebee.org. 
IMAGINE NO MALARIA-NEW WEBSITE RESOURCES AVAILABLE

The IMAGINE NO MALARIA ministry is in full swing in the Western Pennsylvania Conference!  We are blessed to have the support of many congregations and are thankful for the many more just starting to get involved in this life-saving ministry to work as the body of Christ in the fight against malaria.

If you are looking for ideas or resources for your congregation, check out the WPA website.  Over the last two weeks, many resources have been added, including: 
 
1) The Imagine No Malaria overview video
2) An overview of the 5-steps to involvement in your congregation
3) A “Church leader” manual-a step-by-step guide with helpful activity ideas and helps
4) A resource order form that can be e-mailed or faxed
5) Links to worship resources
6) Ways to volunteer and get involved
7) A transcript of the INM Annual Conference address
8) Success stories from Western PA

.....and much more!  The Imagine No Malaria page can be found under the “Ministries” menu.
http://www.wpaumc.org/pages/detail/1871

Congratulations and a big THANK YOU to Muhleman Memorial UM Church!  Over the past six months their spare change has added up to $1,250-that is 10 lives saved for every person in church on Sunday.  Twelve people coming together to impact 125 children.  Wow!  Thank you also to the women of the Cooperative School of Mission-in seven days they raised over $1,600 for Imagine No Malaria.  Read both of these stories online.

Latrobe UMC was recently featured in Mosquito Bytes-the official eNews of Imagine No Malaria.  You can sign up to receive Mosquito Bytes at www.imaginenomalaria.org.

Ephesians 3:20-21 (NIV):  Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever!  Amen.

Blessings!

Laura Meengs
Field Coordinator-Imagine No Malaria
P:  616-403-5494
E:  lmeengs@umcom.org

Washington District
29 North College Street
Washington, PA  15301
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