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Pray for Plan to

Engaging in ministry with the poor is
mandated by Jesus and is part of our Wes-
leyan heritage. It’s also one of our United
Methodist Church’s
Four Areas of Focus.

We are challenged
to address not only
the immediate symp-
toms of poverty, but
its root causes, local-
ly and globally. At
our annual confer-
ence in June, Bishop
Thomas . Bickerton
called on each con-

gregation to develop
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helping hand of grace and love.”

What'’s needed are both ministries which
address the symptoms by providing food,

S p ‘ shelter or health
care, and those
that address the
root causes —
poor education
or lack of
opportunity.

To inspire and
help you as you
pursue the call to
be in ministry

with the poor,

our Conference

a plan to engage in
ministry with the poor in their community.

“More people need to become aware of
the poor who live in each of our communi-
ties and more of our churches need to ex-
plore active ways of engaging in ministry
with the poor throughout this region, espe-
cially in light of the economic conditions we
are facing,” he said.

“There is enormous potential which ex-
ists in every congregation to identify and ac-
tively engage in ministries with the poor.
The poor are all around us and with casinos
and other arenas of gambling emerging, we
can be guaranteed that the poor will only
grow in numbers,” the Bishop added. “Each
of our local churches are mission outposts
which can become gathering points for all of
God’s children, especially those who need a
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Poverty Team has
developed a directory of ideas, opportuni-
ties and resources. It’s available on the new
www. WPAUMC.org. Type “poverty” in the
scarch box at the top right. District superin-
tendents also have a printed copy for each
church.

The Poverty Team recommends that you
familiarize yourself with the situation in
your community today as you consider min-
istry needs and ideas. For demographic in-
formation on your area, contact the Rev.
Lisa Grant, our director of Connectional
Ministries, at dcm@wpaumc.org or 800-
536-9242.You can also contact government
or social agency officials to find what needs
exist and how you might help.

Begin and continue with prayer.

By Jackie Campbell, WPAUMC News
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Bible Study and Prayer

Join United Methodists throughout Western Pennsylvania in studying these Bible passages from

the Revised Common Lectionary and praying for these ministries and persons:

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost - Green
Read: 2 Sam. 11:26-12:13a; Ps. 51:1-12
(UMH 785); Eph. 4:1-16; John 6:24-35
Pray for:

1 Beaver Falls: City Charge, Butler Dist.,
Mark L. Ongley, pastor

1 Point Marion & Smithfield UMCs, Con-
nellsville Dist., Jay R. Polowsky, pastor

T New Horizons Charge, Franklin Dist.,
Sarah D. Roncolato, pastor

T Greater DuBois Charge, Indiana Dist.,
Debra E. Rogosky, pastor,

Thomas Krishart, associate

August 9-15

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost - Green
Read: 2 Sam. 18:5-9, 15, 31-33; Ps. 130
(UMH 848); Eph. 4:25-5:2;

John 6:35, 41-51
Pray for:

T Johnstown: Calvary UMC, Johnstown Dist.,
Donald R. Brauer, pastor

T Pittsburgh South Hills Partnership, Pitts-
burgh Dist., Susan R. Hutchins, pastor;
Joseph J. Yurko, associate; Erwin K. Kerr,
associate

= Cochranton UMC, Erie-Meadville Dist.,
Andrew P. Spore, pastor

August 2-8

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost - Green
Read: 1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14; Ps. 111
(UMH 832); Eph. 5:15-20;
John 6:51-58
Pray for:
i Somerset:Bethany UMC, Connellsville
Dist., Barry K. Ritenour, pastor
1 Benezette Charge, Kane Dist.,
Timothy M. Rogers, pastor
T Clarion:First UMC, Franklin Dist.,
Deryl K. Larsen, pastor

1 East McKeesport:First UMC, Greensburg
Dist., Timothy R. Williams, pastor

August 23-29

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost - Green
Read: 1 Kings 8:1, 6, 10-11; 22-30,
41-43; Ps. 84 (UMH 804);
Eph. 6:10-20; John 6:56-69
Pray for:

1 Littles Corners, Erie-Meadyille Dist.,
Robert P., Fuller, pastor; Patricia A. Fuller,
deacon

T Speers & Dunlevy UMCs, Washington
Dist., Ross A. Pryor, pastor

T Hot Metal Bridge Faith Community, Pitts-
burgh Dist., James P. Walker, pastor;
Penelope F. Lyon, deacon

August 30-September 5

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost - Green
Read: Song of Solomon 2:8-13; Ps. 45:1-2, 6-9 or 72 (UMH 795); James 1:17-27; Mark

7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

Pray for:

ity McKeesport:Calvary UMC, Greensburg Dist., Keith C. Kaufold, pastor

T Natrona Heights: Center UMC, Butler Dist., James H. Ritchie, Jr., pastor

T Mahaffey Area Parish, Johnstown Dist., Tina G. Keller, pastor

T JUMP: Johnstown: Trinity & Asbury UMCs, Johnstown Dist., Janet Whensel, pastor
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